








THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 
CATECHIST 


VoL. I. SEPTEMBER, 1got. No. 12. 

















Sermons for the Month of October. 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


“TI am the door. If any one enter by me, he shall be saved.”—John 
x. 9. 


SYNOPSIS.—The side door in Noe’s Ark, which offered an entrance to 
safety to all who would escape from destruction by the deluge, is a type 
of the wound in the Holy side of our Lord, through which we may 
enter the Sacred Heart, the salvation of all who would escape from the 
destruction of sin. At the gates of Paradise an angel stands with 
flaming sword, to forbid entrance; not so at the Sacred Heart. There 
entrance is open to all. The ladder leading to Heaven in Jacob’s vision 
a type of the cross and the Sacred Heart. 


When the whole human race turned away from God, and was 
steeped in sin and vice, the just God determined to wipe the whole 
human race from the face of the earth, with the exception of Noe 
and his family. Therefore God commanded Noe to build an ark of 
wood, in which he and his family and part of the animal world 
(two of each kind), should be saved. Noe went to work and made 
the ark according to the orders of God, with three divisions, and 
one door on the side. 

According to the opinion of St. Augustine, Jesus Christ crucified, 
our Redeemer, is represented by the ark, and the sacred wound in 
His side, particularly His Sacred Heart, by the door at the side; “the 
door,” he writes, “which was at the side of Noe’s ark, is in fact 
that wound made when the side of Christ crucified was pierced by 
the lance.” For as Noe and his family were saved by entering through 
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that door into the ark, whilst the rest who did not enter perished 
miserably, so will those who enter into the sweetest Heart of Jesus 
crucified, with a lively faith and contrite heart, be safe from the 
deluge of eternal damnation, whilst those who refuse in this life 
to enter in at this door of life in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, will 
perish miserably. After banishing our first parents, God placed at 
the gates of Paradise, a Cherub with a fiery sword, to guard the 
path to the tree of life. What Paradise was to our first parents, the 
Sacred and divine Heart of Jesus is to us in the new law, but there 
is no Cherub with a flaming sword to prohibit the entrance to 
strangers, this door of Paradise stands open to all, no one, not even 
the lowest is excluded. For this reason the Lord desired to be laid 
in the sight of all in the crib; this is why He associated with all 
mankifid, and suffered within view of all upon a mountain outside 
the gates of Jerusalem, and allowed the door of His heart to be 
opened with a lance, that all might find free entrance there. How 
appropriate are here the words of the Prophet: “This is the gate of 
the Lord, the just shall enter into it.” (Ps. cxvii. 20.) 

Christian soul! is not the door of life, and the gate of salvation 
opened to thee, by the lance of the soldiers? Why then dost thou 
hesitate or fear to approach the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, even 
though it be surrounded by thorns? “Open ye to me the gates of 
justice,” thus prays the royal poet, in the 117th Psalm (19 verse) : 
“I will go into them, and give praise to the Lord.” What does this 
door of justice signify other than the Most Sacred, wounded and 
opened Heart of Jesus crucified, in which dwells justice in as much 
as the satisfaction which it accomplished has reconciled the heavenly 
Father. “Behold,” says the venerable P. Ambrose Spinola, “what 
He has done and suffered for thee! He opened to thee His heart, 
that you might behold how much it has already spent itself for the 
sake of thy salvation, that you might see with what love He has 
always loved thee, and that thereby you might have confidence to 
enter into the wound of this burning heart, after having torn thy- 
self away from the turmoil of the world.” Holy Writ relates of the 
Patriarch Jacob, that when he saw that wonderful ladder, the top 
of which reached into heaven, with the angels of God ascending and 
descending, and also saw the Lord Himself standing upon the lad- 
der as if He were holding it that they might not fall therefrom, 
he exclaimed with surprise: “This is no other but the house 
of God, and the gate of Heaven” (Gen. xxviii, 17.) Herein is 
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hidden a great mystery. The ladder is the cross of the Lord, by 
means of which Christ Himself and all the elect ascend to the heav- 
enly home. The Lord who leaned upon the ladder, is, according to 
Cornelius a Lapide, Christ hanging upon the cross, nailed to it with 
both hands, holding this ladder for us, that we may the more easily 
ascend to Him. By heaven opened we understand the Most Sacred 
and divine Heart of Jesus crucified, which has become the door of 
salvation for all, and the sure gate of heaven: “Verily, this is no 
other but the house of God, and the gate of heaven!” 

To this the divine Saviour seems to have alluded when in John 
(x, 9) He says: “I am the door. If any one enter by me, he shall 
be saved, and he shall go in, and go out, and shall find pastures:” 
and he shall have life, and he will have it in abundance, here by 
grace, there by glory. O Christian soul! consider well what a 
kind Master thou hast, so that you may say truly: “The Lord ruleth 
me, and I shall want nothing. He hath set me in a place of pasture,” 
(Ps. xxii, 1), “for the Lord offers thee His most Sacred and amiable 
Heart not only as food, but also as the door of eternal life. Enter 
now through this door by devout meditation, so that you may 
find in the same an everlasting dwelling place. 

Great respect is shown for a sacred door, preserved at Rome, 
which once belonged to Pilate’s palace at Jerusalem, and through 
which the true King of Israel, the divine Saviour, entered several 
times during His passion. Another sacred door held in high es- 
teem is the one of the Vatican at Rome, which every Jubilee year 
is opened with great solemnities by the Pope, and closed again at 
the end of the Jubilee. Through this door the faithful often crawl 
upon their knees into the sanctuary, there to gain the plenary indul- 
gence. 

But much holier, more venerable is that door of true life, the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, of which St. Augustine says: “Longinus 
opened for me the side of Christ with the lance, I entered there, and 
rested safe in the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.” The high priest 
used to enter into the Holy of Holies by a door made of olive wood, 
“and in the entrance of the oracle he made little doors of olive tree.” 
(3 Kings vi, 31.) The olive tree is a type of peace and mercy, and 
for this reason, according to the opinion of St. Ambrose, while all 
other trees were destroyed by the flood, the olive tree alone was pre- 
served by God, and Noe’s dove broke off this tree the green branch 
as a sign of peace and mercy. 
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O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus! Thou art truly that door of olive 
wood. The door of peace and mercy. Whosoever enters this door 
with a devout and contrite heart will find abundant pasture, and 
possess eternal life. 

O may then all enter into this door of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, for there is room for all, even for the most miserable and 
despairing sinner. 

Christian soul! Why art thou sorrowful? Thou hast a place of 
refuge in the Sacred Heart of Jesus crucified; there thou wilt find 
a sure protection in all your trials, in persecutions, and dangers, in 
vexations and temptations. “Enter thou into the rock, and hide 
thee in the pit, from the face of the fear of the Lord,” writes Isaias 
(ii, 10), which means: Fly to Christ; hide thyself in the wounds of 
Christ! © 

O Christian souls! there is a place of rest for you all in the Most 
Sacred Heart; why do you seek shadows? Go to the Sacred Heart 
cf Jesus: “This is the gate of the Lord, the just shall enter into it.” 
(Ps. cxvii, 20.) Amen. 


NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“But he was silent.”—Matt. xxii. 12. 


SYNOPSIS.—The wedding guest who by the presence of the King was 
frightened into silence, should remind us of the moment when we shall 
be called into the presence of the King of Heaven, to give account of 
our lives. The prophet Daniel fainted from fright when he beheld 
the angel; the soldiers in the garden of Gethsemani fell back in terror, 
when Jesus told them that He was the one they sought. How shall we 
be able to stand the sight of an offended God in all His glory and 
majesty? Think therefore frequently of the judgment, so that by 
leading a good life you will not have to be afraid to appear in the pres- 
ence of your judge. 


It is not difficult to understand that the wedding guest in to-day’s 
Gospel was so frightened at the sight of the King, that he lost the 
power of speech and had not a word to say. He was probably a 
poor man, a beggar, who had perhaps never stood before his King, 
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and it is conceivable that at sight of the King he lost his presence 
of mind. Queen Esther was frightened upon one occasion, and sank 
to the ground, when, “the King lifted up his countenance, and with 
burning eyes showed the wrath of his heart.” (Esth. xv, 10.) It 
is nothing unusual for an ordinary person who enters for the first 
time the presence of a man in high position to lose his presence of 
mind, and to be unable to utter a word. Now, if we are subdued 
at a human being, surrounded with splendor and power, what fear 
and alarm will seize upon us, when one day we shall appear before 
Almighty God, whom we have so often provoked and offended by 
our sins, and are called upon to give an account of our thoughts, 
words and actions? 

Aristotle, the most renowned Grecian philosopher, could not 
imagine that any one might be found not afraid of thunder and light- 
ning. “Those claiming not to be afraid of it,” he said, “are not 
to be considered brave but presumptuous.” If this be true, then with 
much more reason are those to be called presumptuous and ungodly 
Christians who say they are not afraid to appear before the face of 
their offended Judge. Therefore the Prophet Malachias thinks it 
hardly possible that a man could even think without fear of the 
Majesty of God, when as Judge He will come to demand an account 
of us in the presence of all the elect and the lost. “Who shall stand 
to see Him?” he asks. (Malach. iii. 2.) How will you stand, 
dear Christian, when ordered to give an account of all the gifts 
and graces, of the ill-spent days and hours wasted in the 
service of sin, of the vain thoughts, and idle words, briefly, 
of all your sins and sinful omissions? How will you stand 
when called to appear before the knowing and Almighty God, be- 
fore the King of heaven and earth, as a poor, sinful, wretched man? 
“Who shall stand to see Him?” Once when an angel appeared to 
the pious Prophet Daniel, to announce to him that he, with all his 
people would soon be delivered from the servitude of the Persians, 
Daniel fell down, fainting from fright. Who then shall be able 
to stand at sight of the just Judge, when He comes in the clouds of 
heaven, with great power and majesty? 

When Judas, the betrayer, came into the garden of Gethsemani 
with the soldiers, to take Jesus prisoner, Jesus approached them and 
asked, “Whom seek ye?” And when they answered: “Jesus of Naza- 
reth,” he said: “I am he.” At these words they all fell back 
and to the ground from fright. How strange! These people had 
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seen Him almost every day, and had heard Him preach in the Tem- 
ple. He had been very friendly towards them, and now they were 
frightened at the words, “I am he!” These words, spoken with 
great dignity, reminded them forcibly of their ingratitude. The 
Saviour wished to say, I, who showed so much kindness to you, 
who taught you the way to salvation, who healed the sick, raised 
the dead to life again, and worked many other miracles, it is I, 
whom you want to take prisoner! Was it surprising that the people 
fell back, and sank to the earth for fear? O sinner, take this to 
heart! This same Jesus will one day come in great power and glory 
and say to you: “I, who redeemed thee with my most precious 
blood, I, who love thee more than a father loves his child, I, who 
have conferred such innumerable benefits upon thee, it is I, whom 
thou hast so often offended by thy sins, whom thou hast crucified 
anew by thy cursing and swearing, whom thou hast persecuted in 
thy fellow men, who are members of my body!” 

“Who shall stand to see him?’ Who will be able to behold 
Him, without, as the wedding guest in to-day’s Gospel, being silent 
for fear, and blushing for shame? We are even now ashamed, when 
our sins, faults, and shortcomings are made known: how shall we 
feel when at the last judgment all our thoughts, words, and works 
will be revealed before the whole world? 

Now there are many persons who think that their secret deeds 
will never come to the light of day; but far from it: at the last day, 
says the Apostle, “the Lord will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts.” (1 
Cor. iv, 5.) Thou wilt then publicly behold, O sinner, the impure 
thoughts and desires with which thy heart was filled, and the bad 
actions, which thou knewest so well how to conceal from the world! 
In Paradise there was no one but Adam and Eve, and yet Adam, 
on account of the sin which he had committed, hid himself because 
he was ashamed. “I heard thy voice in Paradise,” said Adam to the 
Lord, “and I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 
(Gen. iii, 10.) St. Augustine, in explanation of this verse, tells us 
that Adam was not so ignorant, simple, and foolish, as to suppose 
that he could escape the eye of God, but his shame was so great, 
that it compelled him to hide himself. If, then, Adam was ashamed 
to appear before God, who came as a loving father, so much more 
shall sinners be ashamed, when God shall come, not as a Father, 
but as a Judge, who will render to every one according to his works? 








NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 817 


Dear Christians! King David prayed to the Lord: “Pierce thou my 
flesh with thy fear: for I am afraid of thy judgments. (Ps. cxviii, 
120. ) 

Let us pray thus daily, and let us have fear of the judgment! 
Nothing is better suited to keep us from sinning, and to urge us to 
do good, than the fear of the judgment of God. Therefore the 
wise Sirach exhorts us (vii, 14), “In all thy works think of thy last 
end, and thou shalt never sin.” If we think of judgment, and pre- 
pare ourselves for it by a Christian life, it will not be necessary for 
us to fear the hour of death, we can meet it with confidence Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
INTEMPERANCE. 


“Be not drunk with wine, wherein is luxury.”—Eph. v. 18. 


SYNOPSIS.—Drunkenness a great sin. A disgrace in the eyes of men. 
Conversion of the habitual drunkard most difficult. Many people 
prone to make light of this vice, and excuse the same. To undeceive 
these people, I will show 

1. The enormity of this vice. 

2. The folly to advance excuses for the same. 

1. It is beyond the power of mortal man to describe the full extent 
of the havoc wrought by this vice. We are able to see, however, that 
great evil results from intemperance. We cannot be indifferent to the 
loss of good name, health, and salvation. The degradation of man by 
drink. The Holy Ghost tells us the drunkard should learn moderation 
from the beasts. What disgrace to human nature, if the beast is held 
up to it as example. This sin is not one that abates with advancing 
age. Drunkards not easily reformed. Disadvantages of the drunkard 
in social life. Ruin of his soul. The Council of Mayence holds that the 
drunkard transgresses all the ten commandments. 

2. Some excuses advanced to justify excesses. Sociability. Some 
claim they can drink a great deal without getting intoxicated. Busi- 
ness. Reform. The means. 


St. Paul assures us that the drunkard will not enter into the 
kingdom of, heaven; drunkenness must, therefore, my dear brethren, 
be a very great sin. This is easily understood, for no matter how 
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we look at it, this sin is even a disgrace among men, even in the 
eyes of the heathen, and Christians should be more afraid of this 
vice than of death. The Holy Ghost speaks of it in a awe-inspir- 
ing manner. He tells us: “Woe unto you who drink wine im- 
moderately, and who become drunk, woe to those who arise 
in the morning with the thought of giving themselves 
up to drunkenness.” Alas, dear friends, very few of those 
once addicted to this terrible vice, ever break themselves of it. 
There are persons who see no wrong in getting drunk upon every 
occasion; others imagine that so long as they do not get so drunk 
as to lose their reason, they do not commit a great sin; others again 
excuse themselves, saying they are led into it by their companions. 
To undeceive all those who hold these views I will show them: 


I. The enormity of this vice. 
II. The folly to excuse the same. 


I. 

Drunkenness To show you properly, my dear brethren, the enormity of the sin 

ui drunkenness, I should have to show you the full extent of evil 
which this vice entails for time and eternity, and this is beyond 
mortal man to do, because it is known to God alone. Everything 
that I might say to you upon the subject will be insignificant in 
comparison to what the evil really is. In the first place you will 
agree with me that any one having a little common sense and re- 
ligion, cannot be indifferent and insensible at the loss of their good 

The evil name, their health, and their salvation. It is a plain fact that the 

consequences w - . ‘ 

ofthissin. drunkard, by his excesses, ruins his health, and draws down upon 


himself the loathing of men and the curse of God. I should think, 
dear friends, that this alone should be sufficient to inspire you with 
sufficient horror of it. What a disgrace for a person, especially a 
Christian, to let himself sink to the level of the vulgar and beastly 
sot. The Holy Ghost tells us in Holy Writ that the drunkard should 
be joined to the unreasoning cattle, that he may learn moderation 
in drinking from them. When we want to persuade a sinner to re- 
nounce his sins, we hold up to him the example of Jesus Christ and 
The beastto of the saints; but the drunkard is so low that the example of the 
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good example beasts is held up to him, and we need not hesitate to select the un- 


drunkard. § cleanest of them all. What a terrible blow is this to the dignity of 
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human nature. St. Paul tells us that drunkards should not be tol- 
erated amongst men, but that they should be driven forth into ban- 
ishment amongst the animals of the wilderness. This vice is odious 
even in the eyes of the heathen. It is recorded in history that in 
the ancient city of Sparta, whose inhabitants were very abstemious, 
upon a certain day every year a slave was made drunk and brought 
upon the public square so as to show the young people how un- 
worthy this vice was of reasonable creatures. When the young 
people beheld this man they were sufficiently disgusted to abstain 
entirely from intoxicating drink. You see, my friends, that al- 
though pagans they would not give way to a passion which reduced 
man to such disgraceful condition. 

This sin is not one which is renounced with advancing age, and an 
habitual drunkard is seldom converted. The reason is this: intem- 
perate people have no faith, no piety, no respect for anything 
sacred; nothing is capable of opening their eyes to their unhappy 
state. If you remind them of death, judgment, or hell, if you speak 
tc them of the bliss which God has prepared for those who live a 
good life, the answer they give you is a scornful smile, which means: 
“Perhaps you think you can frighten me as you would little chil- 
dren; but I do not belong to those who believe everything that is 
said to them.” And this is all you can obtain from them. They 
imagine with death everything is at an end. Their God is wine, 
and they cling to it. Beware, godless man, the Holy Ghost says 
to such as you, “the wine which thou drinkest immoderately, is a 
viper, which will cause thy death.” 

Behold, my friends, with what horror the Holy Ghost inspires us 
for this sin, for He tells us not to look upon the wine when it is red, 
If you drink immoderately, he says further, it will sting you like 
a snake, and poison you like a basilisk. Do you wish to know, St. 
Basil asks us, what a drunkard is? Well, he is a receptacle for 
the refuse of the saloon. The drunkard usually is sickly; he is in- 
capable of doing anything else but to ruin his health. This passion 
must be a very ignoble one, for even the world, bad as it is, holds 
the drunkard in contempt, and looks upon him as a public nuisance. 
Is he not detested when, through his neglect, his business is ruined, 
and his family reduced to poverty? Is he not abhorred for the scan- 
dal that he gives by his shameful life? Where will you find a 
father who would give his daughter in marriage to a drunkard, if 
he knows him to be one? Where would you find a young girl to 
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accept for a husband a young man given to drink? Where would 
you find a decent and respectable man who would let himself be seen 
in the company of a drunkard? St. Basil tells us that even the 
animals, if capable of understanding the real condition of a 
drunkard, would not suffer him in their company—they would con- 
sider themselves disgraced thereby. I think you can now, my dear 
brethren, form an idea of the enormity of the sin of intemperance, 
We find it very dreadful, and yet only have a very limited knowl- 
edge of the malice worked by this sin. 

The council of Mayence proclaims that the drunkard transgresses 
all the ten commandments. If you desire to be convinced of this, 
examine them one after the other, and you will see that a drunkard 
is liable of doing everything forbidden by the.ten commandments, 
St. John Chrysostom says in addressing the people of the city of 
Antioch: “Take care, my children, not to give way to drunkenness, 
because this sin so disgraces mankind, that it lowers them beneath 
the unreasoning animal. Alas, dear brethren, must not this sin be 
terrible in the sight of God? 


II. 


We shall see, my dear brethren, that drunkards have no excuses 
to justify their excesses. St. Augustine says that, although the 
drunkard is condemned by everybody, he believes that he has suf- 
ficient excuse for his misconduct. The one will say his friends are 
the cause of his intemperance. St. Augustine tells us: “What, mis- 
erable man, you have been drinking and making yourself the friend 
of drunkards, of ungodly men, whilst at the same time you became 
the enemy of God!” But it is not your friends, it is your own evil 
desire that makes you drink. There are others who claim that they 
can drink a great deal without feeling the effects of it, but, my 
friend, do not let this deceive you. Although you may not lose your 
senses, you are not less culpable if you drink to excess. There are 
those who say: “We do it for business, to transact honey matters, 
etc.” Alas, my friend, do you really believe you can properly attend 
to business matters, when under the influence of strong drink? 
Have you not heard of many men, who, dazed by drink, were lured 
into business transactions by which they lost their all— 
business, property, home, and_ honor? What conclusion 
should we draw from all this, my friends? Just this. That 
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those addicted to intemperance should enter seriously into them- 
selves and remember what the Lord has said through the mouth of 
the prophet Joel: “Arise, drunkard, because all kinds of evils 
await thee. Weep and lament at the sight of the punishments which 
the just wrath of God prepares for you in hell on account of your 
drunkenness.” Arise, miserable man, at the cry of that wife of 
yours, whom you have ill treated in your cups. Wake up, drunk- 
ard, at the cry of your poor children, whom you drive to the poor- 
house, and, probably, to death by privation. Listen, shameless 
drunkard, to this neighbor, who demands the money that you owe 
him, and which you squander in debauchery and in the saloon. He 
needs it for the support of his wife and children, who are suffering 
from want on account of your iniquity. Alas, miserdble man, what 
did you promise so often to God in the Sacrament of Penance? You 
promised not to fall again into your disorderly ways. How have 
you kept this solemn promise? And what have you deserved? 
Nothing better than hell, there to burn for all eternity. You have 
deserved to be seated at the table of the evil spirits, there to be 
nourished and entertained with the rage which they have towards 
Jesus Christ Himself. You will be the victim upon which the just 
anger of God will fall heavily for all eternity! 

You perhaps never have pictured to yourselves the gravity of 
the sin of drunkenness, of the state to which it reduces those who 
are its slave, of the evils which it causes them in this life, and of 
the punishments which it prepares for them for the other life. Do 
penance, you drunkard, for your disorderly life, for the bad exam- 
ples that you have given. Cry to heaven for mercy, that you may 
obtain pardon of the Lord. Let us ask God to preserve us from 
this awful sin, which makes it so difficult, in fact, almost impossi- 
ble, for those addicted to it to save their souls. Lead temperate, good 
lives, so that you may be an ornament to vour faith, your commu- 
nity, and to your family. Follow the path that guides to eternal 
happiness. Amen. 
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“ At the seventh hour, the fever left him.”—John iv. 52. 


SYNOPSIS.—The fever-stricken youth represents to us the soul stricken 
with the fever of sin. There are many of these fevers, for instance, 
avarice, sensuality, animosity, dishonesty, intemperance, luxury, ete. 
To-day I will speak of two of these malicious fevers: 1. Avarice; 2. Sen- 
suality. 

With regard to the event related to us in to-day’s Gospel, we 
would dike to ask the natural question: What are we to understand 
in a spiritual sense by the fever stricken son? St. Anthony of 
Padua answers to the question, that the soul is no less subject to 
different kinds of fevers than the body, and these fevers of the soul 
frequently cause spiritual and eternal death. We will to-day in- 
quire as to the nature of these injurious fevers of the soul. 

St. Ambrose enumerates different kinds of spiritual maladies. 
“There is a fever,” he says, “that is called avarice, and those who 
are afflicted with it, labor from early morning till late at night, in 
the sweat of their brow so as to become richer. There is another fever 
which prevails chiefly amongst young men and women, and which 
ruins body and soul; it is called sensuality. There is a fever com- 
mon to irascible persons, and is called the desire for revenge. An- 
other fever is called dishonesty, another drunkenness, another lux- 
ury, and so on, and almost every man is afflicted with one or the 
other of these fevers, in a greater or lesser degree.” As it is not pos- 
sible for me to treat of all of them in the few moments now at my 
disposal, I will only speak of two, and these are avarice and sen- 
suality. 

1. Avarice is a very malicious fever, which brings death to not 
a few. All the other spiritual maladies are likely to decrease with 
time, only this one increases the older a man grows. As one afflicted 
with dropsy cannot quench his thirst, no matter how much he may 
drink, so it is with those who covet money, they never have enough, 
no matter how much they may possess, and they are perpetually tor- 
mented by a desire for more. Gold and silver are his gods, he 
worships them, places his trust in them, loves alone them, and is 
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ready to sell his soul if it is a question of more gain. Therefore the 
Apostle says: “For they who would become rich, fall into tempta- 
tion, and into the snare of the devil, and into many unprofitable and 
hurtful desires, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
(1 Tim. vi, 9.) And the Saviour pronounced this terrible sentence: 
“It is easier for a:camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. xix, 
24.) 

Tell me, dear Christian, are you subject to this fever? No, you 
tell me, I certainly work to support my family and to save some- 
thing for times of sickness, and old age, and that also I may leave my 
children something, but I am not avaricious. But this is just the 
answer of all those who ate affected with the fever of avarice and 
covetousness. The sensu@fist does not consider himself chaste, the 
drunkard does not claim that he is temperate, but the miser will 
not admit his vice; he says he is economical, when in reality he is 
miserly, and thus he can never be brought to know the sickness 
with which his soul is afflicted, and he does not amend, but dies 
unrepentant and in his sins. O, dear Christian, you who love gold 
and silver above all things, acknowledge the danger in which your 
soul stands! Neither money nor possessions can render you happy, 
virtue alone can do that. Do not strive for earthly goods, but seek 
diligently to become rich in good works. And if the Lord has pre- 
sented you with earthly riches, or may give you some, do not set 
your heart upon them, but divide them cheerfully with the poor and 
needy. Your compassion for the poor will prove that you are the 
master of your money, and not that money is master over you. 
“According to thy ability be merciful. If thou have much give 
abundantly: if thou have little, take care ever to bestow willingly 
a little.” (Tob. iv, 9.) 

2. Just as bad a fever as avarice is sensuality, that is to say, the 
disorderly desires after the lusts of the flesh. Those who are 
afflicted with this fever are given continually to impure thoughts, 
have all sorts of unchaste ideas and desires, are thinking perpetu- 
ally how they may satisfy their disorderly passions, and they spare 
no means in order to attain their end. Alas, what will the unchaste 
not venture to do in order to satisfy their lustful desires? Neither 
reason, nor law, honor, nor disgrace, not even religion is strong 
enough to withhold them from their impure ways. Unbridled, they 
plunge themselves into that abyss, in which they hope to satisfy 
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their concupiscence, and bound by the chains of sensuality they re- 
ject and even misuse the means of grace, until at last their intellect 
is dimmed and they begin to doubt whether their immoral actions are 
really sinful, or whether there is really a hell, or a God. They remain 
obdurate to all exhortations, insensible to all good impressions and 
holy thoughts, and finally die as they have lived. Would to God, there 
were not so many infected with this fever of sensuality! Examine 
for yourselves, and you must acknowledge that my lament is well 
founded. Not youths and maidens alone, but men and women whose 
hair is already grey, whose vitality is on the wane, who have already 
one foot in the grave, are affected with this fever, and run the risk of 
everlasting death. Remember that by baptism you become members 
of Jesus Christ, and temples of the Holy Ghost! That your soul 
is immortal and destined for everlasting life! Let it not perish mis- 
erably from the detestable vice of sensuality! Watch and pray, fight 
and wrestle, to become master over this sickness! Make use of the 
means prescribed by the faith, receive often the holy Sacraments, 
think of the presence of God in the hour of temptation, and avoid 
the occasions of sin! Take for your example Mary, the purest of 
virgins, and think of the reward which God has promised to those 
who are pure of heart! O may we be able to say now of all those 
suffering from the fever of avarice and sensuality, “At that hour the 
fever left them!” Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


EXTREME UNCTION. 


“ And prayed him to come down and heal his son.”—St John iv. 47. 


SYNOPSIS.—In the same manner as our Lord during His human life 
was ever ready to help and heal the sick, so does He still mercifully 
hasten to their assistance, in the Sacrament of Extreme Unction. Of 
this Sacrament I will explain to-day: 

I. That it is really a Sacrament of the Church of Christ. 
II. What its effects are upon the sick. 
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I. St. James a witness to the fact that this Sacrament was insti- 
tuted by Jesus Christ. Tradition. The Council of Trent. 

II. The effects of this Sacrament: 1, Increase of the sanctifying 
race; 2, alleviation of suffering; 3, improvement in the condition of 
the patient; 4, fortitude; 5, pardon of sins. 


My dear Christians: St. Luke, the Evangelist, tells us of the 
Saviour, that as He walked about, every one of His footsteps was 
marked by an act of benefaction. Not a sick person came to 
Him, but was healed, not one in trouble, but received consolation, 
not one in need, but was assisted, not a sinner to whom He did not 
say the consoling words, “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” The Gos- 
pel of to-day speaks of such an act of healing, which He practiced 
on the son of a certain ruler. The troubled father said with great 
faith: “Lord, come down before that my son die.” And Jesus said 
to him: “Go thy way, thy son liveth.” And the man believed in the 
word of Jesus, and the son recovered at the same moment that Jesus 
had said: “Thy son liveth.” 

What the Saviour .was to the sick and needy while He was on 
this earth, He is still to them to-day, for, as the Apostle says, Jesus 
Christ is always the same, yesterday and to-day, and for all eter- 
nity. Though he no longer wanders in our midst, yet He still 
manifests Himself to all those who approach Him with a believing 
heart and steadfast confidence; He is our consoler, helper, Saviour 
and dispenser of grace in good as well as in evil days. As He 
once with His own hands healed the sick, so does He now allow 
them to partake of His grace and His aid, in a Sacrament, which 
He has specially instituted for the consolation of the sick, the 
Sacrament of Extreme Unction. 

It is of this Sacrament that I wish to speak to you to-day to 
show you 


I. That it is really a Sacrament of the church of Jesus Christ, 
and 
II. What its effects are upon the sick. 


L 


My dear Christians: There is no time in our life when we are 
more in need of consolation, assistance and ease of mind than in 
the days of sickness. When the body, tortured by pain, lies upon 
the bed of sickness and the increasing affliction reminds us of the 
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nearness of death, then the deceptions of this life vanish, the awe- 
inspiring thought of eternity fills our heart, our sins and trans- 
gressions burden our conscience with their full weight and fill our 
mind with disquietude and anxiety. Soon the thought about the 
coming judgment arises, and the patient, in the anguish of his 
heart, seeks for a consoler and helper to give rest to his suffering 
soul. Where should he seek it and find it? Where, indeed, but 
with our Saviour, who has said: “Come to me, all ye that are 
heavily laden and weary ard I will refresh you.” Jesus Christ 
who cares for all would not in His unbounded charity leave His 
faithful without help and consolation in that most momentous and 
critical hour of their lives, and has, therefore, instituted a special 
Sacrament for the sick and dying. Through this Sacrament they 
are td receive consolation and material and spiritual help. St. James 
assures us of the institution of this Sacrament when he writes: 
“Is any man sick among you? Let him bring in the priests of the 
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil, in the 
name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall save the sick 
man, and the Lord shall raise him up, and if he be in sins, they 
shall be forgiven him.” These are the words which Holy Writ 
contains in regard to the Sacrament of Extreme Unction. Would 
St. James have instructed the faithful to turn to the priests of the 
church so that they might partake of divine grace through this Sac- 
rament, if it had not been so ordained by Jesus Christ? And would 
the holy Apostles and the priests of the church have made use of 
the anointing of the sick for the purpose of gaining for them forgive- 
ness of sin if Christ had not commanded and empowered them to 
do so? It is, therefore, certain that Christ has instituted Extreme 
Unction as a special Sacrament; otherwise the Apostles would not 
have practised it, nor would they have admonished the faithful to 
make use of this Sacrament; nor could the Apostles and their suc- 
cessors have remitted sins through annointing. The remission of 
sins is one of the chief effects of annointing according to the words 
of St. James. No man could order or establish a means, where- 
with to remit sins, not even the Apostles could do that. Christ 
alone, the Son of God, to whom all power was given in heaven and 
earth, could do this. And he has ordered for his faithful, who were 
stricken with sickness, a remedy, whereby the still remaining sins 
could be remitted, and grace, consolation and relief could be given 
them in their sickness, and this remedy is the Sacrament of Extreme 
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Unction. According to tradition in the church, Extreme Unction has 
always been considered a Sacrament or means of grace, and was as 
such received by the faithful. For fifteen centuries this Sacrament 
had not met with any opposition, until the time of the so-called Re- 
formation. It would lead me too far, if I were to mention all the 
places where the fathers of the early church, who received the doc- 
trines of the faith direct from the Apostles, speak of Extreme Unc- 
tion. We believe in the judgment of the infallible Church of Jesus 
Christ ; and she has declared as follows in the Council of Trent: “If 
anyone asserts that Holy Annointing is not truly and really a Sacra- 
ment, instituted by Christ our Lord and as proclaimed by St. James, 
but merely a practice adopted by the fathers, or human invention, let 
him be excommunicated.” 

This Sacrament is administered by the annointment of the organs 
of the five senses with a holy oil that is blessed for this purpose 
by the Bishop on Holy Thursday. While the Priest annoints the 
eves, ears, mouth, nose, hands and feet he says the words: 
“Through this holy unction and through His most tender mercy, 
may the Lord pardon thee, whatever sins thou hast committed by 
taste, speech, hearing,” and so forth. What then is the effect of 
this Sacrament? 


II. 


St. James demonstrates in the above-mentioned words that the 
first effect of holy unction is to increase the sanctifying grace 
in such manner that the sick person, after having already been 
cleansed in the eyes of the Lord through the Sacrament of Penance, 
is drawn now closer to God. According to the words of the 
Apostle the patient obtains, besides this, relief from his sins and 
alleviation of his suffering. 

One effect of holy Unction, therefore, consists in the fact that 
it will assist the patient in regaining health. Though sicknesses 
are visitations from God, it is the will of God that we should use 
the ordinary means which He has created for healing the ills of 
human flesh. Holy Scripture says: “Honor the physician and 
obey him, for he is sent by God.” When people in sickness, as is 
so often the case, say: “What ‘is the use of sending for the doc- 
tor? If I am to die, I shall die anyway,” they act as one who having 
fallen into the water would not make the least effort to save him- 
self, saying to himself, “What is the good of it? If it is not to be I 
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shall not drown.” The patient must do everything necessary to 
bring about his recovery, one of the means of which is, besides the 
ordinary remedies prescribed by the physician, the Sacrament of 
Extreme Unction, which, as St. James says, will aid a sick per- 
son. As sure as Christ is the Son of God, so surely will He help 
a sick person in this Sacrament, if it is received in true faith, with 
a lively confidence and a contrite heart. Of course there are many 
who have received Extreme Unction and have not recovered, but 
that is not the fault of the Sacrament. They have either not re- 
ceived it in the proper spirit, or, it was not best for the salvation 
of their souls that they should be restored to health. Many, who 
in the days of their youth never thought of God and who led a 
vicious life, are thrown upon a bed of sickness, so that they should 
reform and return to God. And they generally do it, too; they 
arrive at a knowledge of their sins and do penance; but God does 
not return to them their health, for He may know that, recovered, 
they will fall back into their old sins and forfeit their salvation. 
Therefore even if holy Unction does not always restore health 
that fact has nothing to do with the power of that Sacrament; it is 
a well known fact, even among physicians, that many people are re- 
stored to health by this great Sacrament. 

This Sacrament causes—as one of its principal effects—an im- 
provement in the patient’s condition. St. James says: “The Lord 
will help the sick;” that is, through His grace He will give them 
consolation and courage to bear sickness in patience and over- 
come all temptations. Every one, who has been sick himself, or has 
had much to do with sick people, knows that what we need most 
in days of sickness is consolation and relief. How terrible sick- 
ness often is. Tortured with pains, the patient throws himself 
about on his bed, his whole body burning with fever; he finds no 
rest day or night; he has a disgust for everything and in despair 
he longs for death. But to these tortures there is often added 
the suffering of the soul. The thought of separation from his 
possessions, from his friends and pleasures, from his loved 
ones, whom he may have to leave without anybody to care for 
them, fills his heart with great sorrow. And then there appear 
to his mind’s eye the days of his former life; the sins and iniqui- 
ties of which he has been guilty worry him; the thought of death 
and of judgment fill him with terror and anguish. Who then is 
there to ease his pains, give consolation to his anguished heart, 
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forgive his sins and take the terror away from death and judg- 
ment? Who else, but Jesus Christ, who has said: “Come to me, 
all ye who are heavily laden and weary, and I will refresh you.” 
Every one who receives the Sacrament of Extreme Unction with 
a living faith, full confidence and a contrite heart, to him will be 
imparted consolation and relief in those dark hours, alleviation 
of pain, strength against despair, peace of mind about his former 
life and fortification in the agonies of death. 

Another principal effect of this Sacrament is a pardon of sins. 
If the sick person is in sins they will be forgiven him. Of course 
there is another Sacrament instituted for the forgiveness of sin, 
the Sacrament of Penance, but also holy Unction has its sin- 
remitting power. A sick person who is incapable of confessing, 
or unconscious of his sins, but who has true repentance in his 
heart, will be forgiven his sins, even the most grievous, by this 
Sacrament of Extreme Unction. Does not St. James say, that 
if the sick man be in sins, they shall be forgiven him? And 
though we may have purified our soul in the Sacrament of Penance, 
yet there are still a great many lesser sins, weaknesses and imper- 
fections remaining. See then how Christ in His love for us has 
seen to it that we can be freed from these faults, defects and im- 
perfections and become worthy of being received into heaven, into 
which there shall enter nothing impure. He lets His holy Church 
administer to us this Sacrament of Extreme Unction, so that we 
may obtain thereby the necessary purification and be prepared for 
our journey into eternity. “If the sick man be in sins they shall 
be forgiven him.” We have learned then, my dear Christians, that 
holy Unction is a Sacrament instituted by Christ for His faith- 
ful in sickness and that it brings us aid, consolation and re- 
lief, forgiveness of sin, supernatural strength in the agonies of 
death, and eternal life. How thankful we ought to be for this to 
our Redeemer! Let us join in the song of the Psalmist: “Blessed 
is the Lord, and His mercy is above all His works.” How much, 
how infinitely much of an advantage have we over those who, not 
belonging to our faith, reject the Sacrament of Extreme Unction! 
They have nothing to aid them, console them and strengthen them 
in that awful moment, when they are mostly in need of consola- 
tion and relief. No priest, endowed with a high authority and 
power, approaches their bed of sickness and administers to them 
in the name of Jesus Christ forgiveness of sin in the Sacrament 
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of Penance, the pledge of eternal life in the Sacrament of the Al- 
tar, and purification from the last imperfections, heavenly conso- 
lation, and material relief in the Sacrament of Extreme Unction. 
They have to rely upon themselves and upon the consolation 
which they may find in their past lives—a poor consolation— 
which offers little confidence at the approach of death. 

Let us thank the Lord, then, that He has instituted this holy 
Sacrament for our relief in the days of sickness. Sooner or later 
we shall all be thrown upon the bed of sickness and be hurried on 
towards death. Let us then call in good time for a priest, so that 
he may, with the other Sacraments, also give us the Sacrament 
of Extreme Unction. Let us receive them with a firm faith in 
Jesus Christ, the law of God and Redeemer of the world, with a 
livirig confidence in the mercy of God and the merits of Jesus 
Christ, with a heart pure of sin, with repentance about our faults 
and shortcomings, with humility and piety, and the Lord will let 
us partake of all His graces and mercies, which He has connected 
with a worthy reception of this Sacrament, will give us aid and 
consolation, relief and ease of mind, purification from sin and 
courage to combat victoriously the terrors of death. Amen. 


TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all the debt, because thou besought- 
est me.’—Matt. xviii. 32. 


SYNOPSIS.—The parable of to-day’s gospel teaches us that we must be 
steadfast in our conversion, after our sins have been forgiven to us. 
The servant in the parable had had his debt remitted, but when he 
showed himself unworthy of this grace he was punished. God punishes 
severely a relapse into sins, for which He had pardoned us. This is 
proved by his chastisement of the desecrators of the temple. We must 
therefore not cease to repent of our sins so that we may avoid a relapse 
into them. 


The wise Sirach gives us a lesson worth taking to heart in these 
words: “Be not without fear about sin forgiven; and add not sin 
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upon‘sin.” (Eccl. v. 5.) This truth is made clear to us by the 
parable in the Gospel of to-day, and for this reason I want to point 
out to you to-day, that we should unceasingly repent our past 
sins, and be careful not to commit new ones. 

A soldier in a certain army was found guilty of a grave fault. 
To escape punishment he threw himself at his genera!’s feet, con- 
fessed his guilt, begged for mercy, and promised that it should not 
happen again. The general pardoned him; but warned him that 
in war death was the certain punishment for this offense if re- 
peated, and that he must not expect a pardon a second time. The 
servant in to-day’s Gospel, who owed his master ten thousand 
talents, and could not pay, also fell at his master’s feet and begged 
for patience and forbearance. The master remitted the debt; but 
the servant immediately afterwards rendered himself culpable of a 
much greater fault, thereby provoking the anger of his master, 
and he was thrown into prison until the whole debt should be 
paid. When he himself had obtained pardon from his master, he 
found that one of his fellow servants owed him a small amount, 
not to be compared to the sum he owed to his master, and he 
seized this fellow servant and said: “Pay what thou owest me!” 
When the fellow servant was unable to do this, and begged for 
leniency, he refused, and had him cast into prison, until he should 
have paid the whole debt. For this cruel treatment he deserved 
not that mercy be shown to him any more than he had shown to 
his fellow servant, and punishment overtook him. 

By this parable the Saviour teaches us that our sins are for- 
given, if the sinner, after obtaining grace and mercy, amends 
and does not lead again a sinful life. If, however, he shows no 
real repentance and commits the old sins again, God may take 
away the graces already granted and not only punish the last, 
but also the sins committed previously. That God punishes more 
severely a relapse into sins which had been forgiven we see by the 
Saviour’s treatment of the desecrators of the temple at Jerusalem. 
The two Evangelists, Matthew and John, describe this occurrence 
in different manner. St. Matthew writes: “Jesus went into the 
temple of God, and cast out all who were selling and buying in the 
temple; and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the 
chairs of them that sold doves, and said to them: It is written: 
My house shall be called the house of prayer: but you have made 
ita den of thieves.” (Matt. xxi, 12,13.) But St. John writes: “He 
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(Jesus) found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the changers of money sitting. And when he had made, 
as it were, a scourge of little cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple.” (John ii, 14, 15.) St. Augustine here observes: “We 
ought not to be surprised that the Evangelists relate the chastise- 
ment of the desecrators of the temple in different ways: Jesus did 
this twice: once He chastised the spoilers of the sanctuary with 
harsh words only, and this is related by St. Matthew; however, 
when He entered the temple shortly afterwards and found that 
His words had borne no fruit, He resorted to a more severe mode 
of punishment; he took a scourge, and drove them out of the 
temple. This is related by St. John. You can perceive from this 
that God will not be mocked, and that He employs much more 
severe chastisements if we commit again the same sins which He 
had forgiven us. 

What lesson should we learn from this, dear Christians? This, 
that it is wiser and more salutary for us not to be without fear 
for those sins already forgiven, but to repent of them continually. 
To convince you still more of the prudence of this, I will draw your 
attention to the Apostle Paul. You know, that before his con- 
version, he persecuted the Christians in the most cruel manner. 
After being converted in remarkable manner from an enemy into 
a friend of Jesus, and received into the Church by holy baptism, 
he obtained the full remission of all his misdeeds; nevertheless 
he frequently remembered his persecution of ‘Christians, and re- 
pented of it continually. Why did he do this? Did he doubt that 
his sons had been forgiven him? Not at all. He knew well that 
the Holy Ghost says: “Say not: I have sinned, and what harm 
hath befallen me? for the most High is a patient rewarder. Be 
not without fear about sin forgiven; and add not sin upon sin. 
And say not: The mercy of the Lord is great; He will have 
mercy on the multitude of my sins. For mercy and wrath quickly 
come from Him, and His wrath looketh upon sinners.” (Ecclus. v. 
4-7.) This sentence of the Holy Ghost was known to St. Paul, 
and therefore he never ceased to bewail his sins, and carefully 
avoided relapsing into them again. 

Let us imitate him in this, dear Christians! We have repeatedly 
obtained from the Lord forgiveness of our sins, but afterwards 
we sinned again, and deserved severe punishment. Forget not 
therefore that the patience and forbearance of God may suddenly 
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come to an end, and He may let us feel the full severity of His 
avenging justice. Keep your good resolutions, and never cease 
to bewail your sins with all your heart! This will help you to 
avoid sin, and to obtain the mercy of God. Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


ANGER. 


“And laying hold of him, he throttled him, saying: Pay what thou 
owest.”—St. Matt. xviii. 28. 


SYNOPSIS.—The ungratefulness of the servant, who, having had his own 
debt remitted by a gentle master, flew into passion when his fellow servant 
could not pay what he owed him. The irascible man likely to forget 
what God has done for him. In order to let you understand the enormity 
of the offense offered to God by anger, I will show you: 


1. Why anger offends God. 
2. How anger leads to other sins. 


I. The trivial expressions of impatience and irritability are not meant 
by anger, although they also are sins, and may lead to more grievous 
things. There is a holy anger, which finds its source in the pious zeal 
of the soul for the glory of God. Examples: Moses, Our Lord. Sinful 
anger. Its pernicious effects. Anger in a home makes this home a 
hell. The bad example to children. Children made cripples by parents 
in fits of passion. 

Anger the cause of swearing and cursing. The children learn 
cursing, and thus this vice of swearing is in some families passed froin 
generation to generation. What should we do to avoid the sin of anger? 


How very differently from God do men reason and act! This 
wicked man, who had just obtained remission of all his debts was 
so little thankful and so little inclined to be lenient toward his 
fellowmen, that no sooner did he catch sight of a man who was in 
debt to him, he flew into a passion, attacked and admost throt- 
tled him, and although this man threw himself at his feet and 
begged for mercy he did not restrain his anger, but would not rest 
until he had the poor man in prison. Thus, my dear friends, do 
men act. The master represents God. If He is willing to remit 
all we owe to His justice, if He treats us with kindness and leni- 
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ency, He does it so that we should act in the same manner to- 
wards our brethren. An ungrateful and irascible man soon for- 
gets what his God has done for him. For the least reason he flies 
into a passion and abandons himself to it, making himself un- 
worthy of the very name of a Christian and greatly offending 
thereby God, who is so forgiving and kind. 

In order that you may appreciate the great offence offered to 
God by Anger, I will try and show— 


1. Why Anger offends God. 
2. How Anger leads to other sins. 


-y I. 


I will not speak of the trivial expressions of impatience and of 
irritability which we hear so frequently. Even if not grievous 
sins, yet you should not omit to accuse yourselves of them, as ‘they 
easily lead to more serious things. Anger is a violent and vehe- 
ment commotion of the soul, which resents and rejects with all its 
power something displeasing to it. 

There is also a holy anger, which arises from the holy zeal with 
which we may defend the affairs of our God and our Religion. 
St. Thomas says, that man may become angry sometimes without 
offending God, according to the words of the royal prophet: 
“Be angry, but sin not.” There is, therefore, a just and reason- 
able anger, which may be better called zeal, which fills our soul 
when we stand up for the affairs of God. Holy Writ records 
many such examples. 

Moses acted in holy zeal when enraged at the fact that the 
Israelites were worshipping a golden calf and despising the true 
God. He had many of them killed to avenge the Lord, who, in 
fact, had commanded him to do this. Jesus Christ Himself acted in 
holy zeal when He went into the temple to drive out all who 
were buying and selling therein, saying to them: “It is written: 
My house shall be called the house of prayer, but you have made 
it a den of thieves.” Of this kind is the anger of a pastor whose 
heart is filled with zeal for the salvation of his flock and for the 
honor of his God. Woe to the priest who remains silent, when 
he sees his God dishonored, and souls erring from the right path! 
If he does not want to be himself damned, he must, if disorder gets 








’ — Me rm 





TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 835 


the upper hand in his parish, disregard all. fear and combat it 
with holy zeal, though he be persecuted, even killed for it. 

I say, therefore, that this is a holy anger, approved and praised 
by God. If your anger would always be of this kind, then you 
would gain but praise for it. But the sinful anger we behold in 
the quarrels and enmities between neighbors, between brothers 
and sisters; there we must recognize what a dangerous, mad, 
sinful and cruel passion anger is. The pernicious effect of this 
passion is no doubt known to you from experience. The Holy 
Ghost says: “He that flies into a passion loses not only his soul 
and his God, but he also shortens the days of his life.” 

The Prophet Isaias tells us that a man who is in anger is like 
water stirred up by a storm. A beautiful picture, my friends. 
Indeed, nothing represents heaven better than a calm sea; it is 
then like a great mirror, in which the stars reflect their heavenly 
lustre, but as soon as a storm disturbs the water all these heav- 
enly reflections disappear. Even so it is with the man who has 
the good fortune of possessing patience and gentleness; he is 
truly an image of the Lord. But when anger and impatience dis- 
turb this repose, the image of God disappears. He then ceases 
to be the image of God and becomes the image of the evil spirit. 
What are the sentiments of the evil spirit? the sentiments of 
hatred, of revenge, of discord, and even so are the notions of a 
man in anger. What are the utterings of the evil spirit? They 
are imprecations and curses. And what comes forth from the 
mouth of the person in a passion but imprecations and curses? 
Oh, my God, what terrible company is a person who is subject to 
fits of passion! Look at that poor wife, who has a husband of that 
kind. If the fear of God is in her heart and if she wishes to 
prevent him from committing other sins, she has to remain silent, 
however much she may wish to resent his insults. She has to be 
contented to sigh and weep in silence, so as not to make their 
married life insufferable and to avoid giving scandal. The 
irascible man will say for his excuse: “Why do you contradict 
me, knowing that I am a man of rash temper?” Well, my friend, 
if you allow your temper to be rash, what right does that give 
you over others? Are not others as good as you? Why don’t you 
tell the truth and say that you are short of religion? What right 
have you, if you have the fear of God in your heart, to allow your- 
self to be governed by your passions, instead of making yourself 
their master? 
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But if there are unfortunate wives with ill-tempered husbands, 
there are, on the other hand, husbands so unfortunate as to have 
wives who will never speak a kind word to them, and who be- 
come excited and violent on the smallest provocation. How un- 
fortunate is the household where neither one nor the other will 
give in and where there is continuous quarrelling, anger and dis- 
pute. Oh, dear Lord, is this not like the hell upon earth? And 
what school are the poor children passing through in such a house- 
hold? What lessons of charity, patience and gentleness may they 
learn? How many poor children are crippled for life by the pun- 
ishments they receive from parents in fits of anger. And anger 
never appears alone. It is always accompanied by other sins, as 
we shall soon see. 





II. 
Anger Anger is the cause of swearing and cursing, of blasphemy and 
e cause 0 . . 
othersins. | malediction. The Holy Ghost assures us that the house of a man 


who is addicted to swearing is full of injustice and that it will be 
visited by the punishments of God until destroyed. Can any one 
listen without shuddering to these unfortunate people who dare 
go so far in their anger as to swear by the holy name of God, that 
adorable name, which the angels repeat incessantly with so much 
joy: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of armies. Thy name 
be praised for all eternity! 

Never forget, my good friends, that the tongue has been given 
to you to praise God; that it has been consecrated to Him in holy 
Baptism and holy Communion. 

What makes the sin of cursing and swearing all the worse is 
this: If parents are in the habit of committing this sin the chil- 
dren will acquire the same habit and the vice will become hereditary 
in the family. If there are so many houses which harbor unhap- 
piness and are the lurking place of the evil spirit and a picture of 
hell, you will find the explanation in the blasphemies and curses 
which have descended in these families from generation to genera- 
tion. 

And how great is the sin of those, who, in their passion, even 
curse themselves! This is a terrible crime, a crime against nature 
and against grace, for nature and grace fill us with love to our- 
selves. A man who curses himself is like a maniac who kills 
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himself with his own hand. If they would take the trouble of 
thinking over what they are saying in their anger and passion 
they would never have the courage of uttering these maledictions 
against themselves, maledictions which almost force the Lord to 
condemn them. Oh, how unfortunate is a man who is subject to 
anger and passion. He forces the Lord to punish him, the same 
Lord who wishes nothing but his weal and welfare. But you will 
say: “What should we do to avoid the sin of anger, which is so 
terrible, and fraught with such evil consequences?” All suffer- 
ings in this world should remind us that it is only just that, as we 
have revolted against God, others should revolt against us. We 
should never give others reason to curse and to swear. Children 
should be particularly careful not to cause their parents to become 
angry. Parents should remember that they have nothing more 
precious in this world than their children, and that instead of 
cursing them in anger they should bless them. If anything hap- 
pens contrary to your wishes, do not fly into a passion, but rather 
say, “God bless you.” Act like holy Job, who through all his suf- 
ferings praised the name of the Lord. Look at his great sub- 
mission to the will of God. If you do the same, the evil spirit 
will flee from you, all your goods will be blessed and all that 
has been taken from you will be restored to you twofold. If in 
an unguarded moment you should be taken with anger, and one of 
those bad curse words should escape from your lips, make im- 
mediately an act of contrition, ask forgiveness and promise to 
avoid committing this sin again. St. Teresa said that the whole 
of heaven rejoices when we pronounce reverently the name of 
God, while there is joy in hell when we use bad language. A 
Christian should never lose sight of the fact that the tongue has 
been given to him to praise the Lord in this world and to thank 
Him for all the good with which He has blessed him in this life, 
so that through all eternity we will praise Him with the angels 
and the saints. This will be the lot of those who have followed the 
example, not of the evil spirit, but of the angels and saints, yea, 
even of our Lord Himself, who was the true model of meekness 
and gentleness, and who may at the end of our days take us all into 
His kingdom. Amen. 
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0. P. 


“Why are you fearful, O ye of little faith?”—Matt. viii. 26. 


SYNOPSIS.—God who sends us dangers and tribulations is also the One 
to help us out of them. We should therefore put implicit trust in Him. 
Job an example of confidence in God and submission in His holy will, 
No one can harm us except by permission of God. If therefore tribula- 
tions befall us we should not look for the cause, but accept them as 
means for our salvation. By resignation and patience in bearing our 
crosses we may gain from them great spiritual advantages. 

Thé pious Job with perfect justice called the life of man upon 
earth a struggle, for we have continually to struggle against in- 
terior and exterior foes, in temptations and dangers, in sufferings 
and adversity, and there is no one upon earth who lives in perfect 
peace. Indeed the waters of affliction often rise so high that 
like the Apostles on the Lake of Genesareth, we are afraid of 
being swallowed up by them. Then like the Apostles, we are 
wanting in firm confidence in God, who not only with the best in- 
tention sends us crosses and sufferings, but can and will help 
us out of all dangers and tribulations. Therefore I would en- 
courage you to-day, to be always resigned to the will of God and 
to trust in Hum. 

Once when the Saviour saw great multitudes about Him, He 
gave orders to pass over the lake of Genesareth (Matt. viii, 18) in 
order to escape the importunities of the people, and that He might 
take some rest. As the little boat left the shore a vehement 
storm arose, so that it was covered by the waves. The disciples 
were greatly afraid and thought that they would sink; but Jesus 
slept on, finding even amid the boisterous roaring of the sea that 
rest which He sought. This, says a holy writer, happened for our 
instruction. When we trust in the Almighty hand of God, when 
we unite our will to the will of God, and ask in happiness and 
unhappiness only that the will of God may be done, we shall have 
peace and rest, even when the waters of tribulation arise and 
threaten to engulf us. Holy Job may serve us for an example in 
this respect. He was most unfortunate: his sheep and oxen, his 
camels and asses, and all his other cattle were taken from him, 




















TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 839 


his grain was burned in the fields, his house was thrown down, 
and his children buried in the ruins; he himself was covered with 
sores from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot, and besides 
had to listen to his wife’s upbraidings. If one of you, my dear 
Christians, had to undergo only one little part of all this ad- 
versity, there would doubtless be no end to your lamentations, 
but the pious Job did not permit a single complaint to escape his 
lips. He said, with perfect resignation to the holy will of God: 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: as it hath 
pleased the Lord, so it is done: blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
(Job i, 21.) This is how we should behave, dear Christians, when 
misfortune, tribulation, or suffering overtake us, no matter how 
great or small they may be; we should remember that we are owned 
by God, and that the owner can do as he pleases with what belongs 
to him; we should always be content, whether things go well or 
ill with us, because we should be assured that everything happens 
according to the will of God, and that nothing can happen without 
His will. Everything that happens in this world happens either 
by God’s command or with God’s permission. We ignorant and 
short-sighted men often think that when a misfortune befalls us, 
this or that person is the cause of it, but far from it. Listen to the 
words of St. Augustine: “A man cannot do harm to another one, 
unless God gives him the power to do so.” “Thou shouldst not 
have any power against me,” Christ Himself said to Pilate, “un- 
less it were given thee from above.” (John xix, 11.) Neither 
can the devil do us any injury, unless God permits it. 

If then in future tribulations come upon us, let us not spend 
our time in wondering whose fault it is, but let us think that God 
has visited us with a trial for our good and for our sanctification. 
God is our good Father and He will promote our temporal and 
eternal welfare, in blessing us as well as in smiting us; it is not 
for us to ask why He lavishes happiness and blessing upon us to- 
day, and to-morrow pours out upon us the vials of His wrath. 
In contemplation of the visitations of God we may be likened to 
a man beholding the hands of a clock moving, but, because he 
does not know the interior workings of the wheels, he cannot un- 
derstand why the hands move. So do we observe the wonderful 
working of divine power and Providence, so do we sigh under the 
burden of a heavy sorrow, but the reason why God does so and 
not otherwise, why He sends happiness and joy to this one, and 
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misery and affliction to that one, we neither know nor under- 
stand, and we shall never be able to fathom it, no matter how we 
may strive to. Only on the great day of judgment will it be re- 
vealed, that God has been unjust to no one, but has given to every- 
one what is due to him and profitable for his salvation. Then 
all will praise and magnify God as with one voice, and say: “He 
doeth all things well!’ (Mark vii, 37.) We, however, will do this 
row, dear Christians, even if we cannot understand why we should 
be made to bear so many crosses and sufferings while others, ac- 
cording to our opinion less deserving than we, dwell, as it were, 
in the shadow of good fortune and everything goes well with 
them; in good and evil times, in joy and sorrow we will praise 
and glorify God, and say: “He doeth all things well.” The moré 
resigned we are to what God sends us, and the more patiently we 
bear our cross, the more spiritual advantage shall we obtain from 
our tribulations. But if we are impatient, and murmur and com- 
plain at God, we only make our cross the greater, and not only 
derive no benefit therefrom, but we deserve that God chastise us 
more severely. 

Jonah experienced the truth of this. He had received a com- 
mission from God to preach penance at Niniveh; this appeared 
to him too difficult, and he entered a ship in order to travel to 
Tharsis. This disobedience of God’s commands brought its pun- 
ishment with it: there was a terrific storm, Jonah was thrown into 
the sea, and swallowed by a whale, and at his fervent petition he 
was cast up upon the shore at the end of three days that he might 
carry out the Lord’s commands. God will also in these days find 
ways and means to lead to humble submission to the dispositions 
of His providence those who rise up against His will, and mur- 
mur and complain at crosses and sufferings, and He will find 
means to force to submission those who are most obstinate. Let 
us, then, dear Christians, no longer foolishly and wickedly mur- 
mur and complain at God, but subject ourselves in all things to 
His most holy will, and bear patiently what He chooses to send us. 
Let us at the same time place our firm trust in His omnipotence 
and goodness. He smites indeed sometimes, but He heals again. 
_ If we exclaim confidently with the Apostles in want and trouble, 
“Lord, help us, we perish,” He will not let our petition be un- 
heard, for He has said: “Call upon me in the day of tribulation, 
and I will save you, and you shall praise my name!” Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


THE SOUL OF MAN, THE IMAGE OF GOD. 


“Whose image and inscription is this?”—Matt. xxii. 20. 


SYNOPSIS.—Christ’s words should remind us that our soul bears the 
image of God, and therefore give unto God that which is God’s, that is 
your soul. 

I. The soul ts God’s image in nature by its faculties of reason and 
will, 

II, And God’s supernatural image by sanctifying grace. 

I. Man is a creature, but a creature after God’s likeness. The 
difference between man and animal, by reason and will. How the like- 
ness of God is often disfigured and destroyed. Where such distorted 
images of God may be found. 

II. The supernatural image of God also often destroyed in men. 
They are frequentiy not the image of God, but the image of the devil. 
Give to God the things that are God’s. Man is God’s creation and prop- 
erty. Therefore give yourselves entirely to God and you will be saved. 


In order to make the meaning of to-day’s Gospel easier of com- 
prehension, it will be useful to mention some particulars referring 
to the customs of those times. The time of prophecy (Gen. xlix. 
10) had been fulfilled, the sceptre was taken away from Judea, the 
Romans ruled over Judea and Herod had been placed there as a 
representative of the Roman government. For this reason the 
followers of the Romans were called Herodians, from whom the 
Pharisees, as their political opponents, were scheming to wrest the 
government of the Jews. As parties they hated one another. But 
as we read in the history of the passion of Jesus that Pilate and 
Herod were friends, so in to-day’s Gospel are the Herodians and 
Pharisees acting in harmony. The reason is that Christ was ob- 
noxious and a continuous reproach to both of them; to the Phari- 
sees because He put their pride and hypocrisy to shame, and to 
the Herodians because He fearlessly censured their immorality. 

Therefore, they put to Jesus the cunning question, whether the 
Jews, the chosen people of God, ought to pay tribute to the heathen. 
The enemies of Jesus thought thus: if He says yes, He will affront 
the Jews: if He says no, the Romans will get him into trouble. 
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Jesus, the Eternal Wisdom, asked for the coin, and, pointing to 
the image of the emperor, He said: “Give unto Cesar, that 
which is Czsar’s, and to God, that which is God’s.” 

May these words be taken to heart, particularly by those in our 
days, who hold public office. Our people are likely to forget the 
first part of this sentence, and those in public positions the sec- 
ond; hence so much misery in the world. But let us to-day apply 
the question of our Lord: “Whose image and inscription is this?” 
to our souls; for the soul of man is the image of God, and more 
particularly: 


I, The image in nature by reason and will. 
II. The supernatural image by sanctifying grace. 


‘ I. 


“Let us make man to our own image and likeness!” (Gen. i, 26.) 
Man is not a God, he is a creature, but a creature dfter God’s 
likeness. The animal is a creature, too, but not an image of God. 
An animal has instinct, even some powers of memory, but no rea- 
son; it makes no resolutions, it does not reflect, it cannot invent 
anything, it only follows its impulses, called instinct, it always re- 
mains on the same intellectual level. Such is the difference between 
man and animal in reason. The difference is even more marked in 
the will. The animal obeys its impulses, and cannot do other, 
but man is guided in his actions by his own free will, and no one 
can check him. Therefore man, gifted with reason and a free 
will, is in his nature the image of God. Endowed with reason 
we must perceive the truth, investigate and distinguish lies from 
truth. And endowed with will power, we must choose, love and 
perform the good. This natural likeness to God is unfortunately 
often disfigured or even destroyed by man. Reason, created to 


seek truth, is misused; for instance, if we do not employ it for the 


knowledge of the truths of faith; if it is immaterial to man whether 
he lives in error or not; if we lie; conceal the truth from others. 
Why is truth hated by so many? Because truth is severe and de- 
mands of men that they conquer themselves and curb their passions. 
Therefore Jesus says: “For everyone that doeth evil, hateth the 
light, and cometh not to the light, that his works may not be re- 
proved.” (John iii, 20.) Furthermore, we sin against reason 
which makes us the image of God, if we do not endeavor to attain 
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that knowledge which is necessary for every Christian in his call- 
ing. For this reason those parents sin who deprive their children 
of instruction, and young people sin, who do not attend school 
properly. A Christian also sins against reason who destroys it, and 
limits its activity. To these belong in the first place drunkards, 
who in their cups no longer know what they are doing. It is the 
same with those living impure lives, because one of the conse- 
quences of impurity is dulness of reason, of which the Apostle 
warns us with the words: “The sensual man perceiveth not the 
things that are of the spirit of God. (1 Cor. ii, 14.) 

The powers of the will, the second feature of our likeness to 
God, are also misused and destroyed by sin. No one can compel 
us to do anything against our will, not all the kings of the earth, 
nor the devils in hell. But this will power is weakened if we 
give way to our passions. With every fresh sin the power of evil 
inclinations increases, and so does increase the weakness of the 
will. Sin gains command over man little by little, until he is its 
slave, and then the unfortunate man excuses himself with the 
words: “I cannot help it, it is my nature,” but this excuse is not 
true. Man can do all things he wills with the help of God—with 
God’s assistance, I say, and this is obtained through prayer. And 
because such sinful men do not pray, they therefore have no de- 
termination of will, and live on in their sins. Their hearts are 
hardened and in such men a hatred forms itself against every- 
thing good and godly. They carry on by word and writing an 
unremitting war against the truth. No weapon is too sharp for 
them, but their principal weapons are lies and calumy, with which 
they besmear everything good and pious. 

If you wish to see such distorted images of God, you can find 
them in all ranks of life; among the world’s authorities, many of 
which are opposed to the Church, the proclaimer of the truth; in 
commercial and laboring classes, where they, like Judas, sell their 
faith and their conscience for some pieces of silver; among those 
who are too lazy to employ their reason and will and who find 
begging easier than working to earn their own living; among the 
rich, to whom their money is their god and who think of nothing 
but business and amusement. You see, my dear friends, in all 
such people the will is diseased and corrupted; they crave for 
sin; they love sin and they die in sin. As a consequence of this 
perversity of reason and will— 
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II. 


The supernatural image of God in man, the sanctifying grace, 
becomes also destroyed. What does it matter to such people, 
whether they retain the grace of God or not? They have lost their 
innocence. Whether they live in mortal sin or not they do not 
care; they live in this terrible state year after year, heap sin upon 
sin, never think of confession, or, if they do, make it in a superficial 
manner, so that they are an illustration of the words of Jesus: “Then 
he goeth and taketh with him seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself; and they enter in and dwell there: and the 
last state of that man is made worse than the first.” (St. Matt. 
xli, 45.) Such people avoid scrupulously the word of God, 
so as not to be disturbed in their life of sin. They appease 
their conscience with the words: there are others no _ bet- 
ter than we are. They never pray, or, when they do, it is easy 
to see that they pray with their lips and not with their hearts. 
How can such a soul be the image of God? No, it is the 
image of another one, and, shall I tell you of whom? “You are 
of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you will do.” 
(St. John viii, 44.) And as Christ calls him: “Your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about, seeking whom he may 
devour.” (1 St. Peter v, 8.) Thus we find in our days a great 
part of mankind filled with hatred towards God, Christ and the 
Church; and the consequences of this hatred are rebellion against 
lawful authority; they are lawlessness and disorder. All that is 
right is despised and stamped under foot, while might gains the 
upper hand over right. And not satisfied with their own estrange- 
ment from God, they in their devilish wickedness try to ruin many 
others and destroy their happiness for time and eternity. 

You see, my dear friends, this is the distorted image of God. 
There is salvation only in one thing: that is, “Give to God the things 
that are God’s.” (St. Matt. 22, 21.) Man is God’s creation and 
property. Give then to God your reason, your heart and your 
will. Use them only for God and you will be saved; you will be 
for all eternity God’s property, as children of His grace and 
charity. Amen. 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR LITTLE ONES. 


THE HOLY GHOST. 
LII. 
THE Hoty Guost ENLIGHTENS THE REASON. 


Jesus had His disciples with Him for three years, and He in- 
structed them with the greatest of care, still there were many 
things that they did not understand in His teaching, so that He 
Himself once said to them: “I have yet many things to say to 
you: but you cannot bear them now. But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will teach you all truth.” (St. John xvi, 12, 13.) 
How comes it then, children, that men do not understand the truth 
so easily? Yes, this comes from the sin of our first parents, which 
we have inherited with all its sad consequences. Reason, man’s 
understanding, was obscured. And it was the same with the dis- 
ciples; their reason was obscured, and for this reason they could 
not understand everything that Jesus taught them. The Holy 
Ghost helped them in this deficiency. He enlightened their rea- 
son, and then they understood all truths. How did the Holy 
Ghost assist their reason? The Holy Ghost enlightened their rea- 
son. Children, if one out of your midst should suddenly begin to 
speak in a foreign language, would you not be surprised? You 
would all be astonished, and say: “Where did this child learn a 
foreign language, for it never had a teacher.” The Apostles all 
came from Judea, and they spoke the language of their country. 
But after the Holy Ghost had descended upon them, they began 
to speak in different languages, according as it was given to each 
one by the Holy Ghost. Was not this wonderful? And so thought 
all those who heard it. 

There were staying at Jerusalem on account of the feast of 
Pentecost a great number of pious Israelites, from among all the 
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known people of the earth, Now when they heard this mighty 
‘noise, which resounded from the house where the Apostles were, 
through the whole city, they, and a crowd of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, greatly frightened, assembled before the house of the 
Apostles. When, in addition to this, each one heard the Apostles 
speak in the language of his particular country, they were still 
more afraid. What is this? said one to another. Behold, all those 
who are speaking are from Galilee. How is it then that each one 
of us can understand his mother tongue? We can all hear them in 
our language, extolling the great works of God. Children, who 
taught the Disciples to speak foreign languages? Yes, the Holy 
Ghost. What assistance was He to their understanding? 

Children, what is the great commandment of love? Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God, with thy whole heart; now if a person 
says that he loves God with his whole heart, but he does not do the 
will of God, his heart rejoices in money, eating and drinking, 
whereby he often does wrong, which is displeasing to God, does 
such a. person love God with his whole heart? No, dear children! 
and this is what many persons do: with their hearts they love evil 
more than that which is good. This also comes from original 
sin. For what injury did the will of man suffer therefrom? He 
was incited to evil. The Holy Ghost, the third person of the God- 
head, will assist us, and fortify our wills, and give us 
strength to do all good. Before the disciples had received the 
Holy Ghost, they were not without faults; they were afraid and 
weak in doing good; but they became very different men through 
the Holy Ghost. He gave them strength to do good. And be- 
cause they were suddenly conscious of a new desire and power 
within them to do good, they thereby recognized interiorly that 
the Holy Ghost had come upon them. What then did the Holy 
Ghost operate in the weak wills of the disciples? He gave them 
strength to do good. You will understand this better from the 
following story: 

At the last supper Jesus had said sorrowfully to His Disciples: 
“Verily, I say unto you that one of you will betray me.” He 
also told them beforehand that they would all be scandalized at 
Him, and that they would forsake Him. Then Peter said: “And 
if they should all be scandalized at Thee, I will not be scandalized. 
I am ready to go with Thee to prison, and if I must die with Thee 
yet would I not deny Thee.” But what took place? In the court 
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yard of the high priest he denied Jesus, His Master, three times. 
He even insisted with oaths and assurances that he did not know 
Jesus; that he was no disciple of His. Behold, children, how weak 
is man to do good. Peter did not wish to deny Jesus, but yet he did 
it out of fear of a servant maid. But now hear what happened 
after the Holy Ghost had descended upon Peter, and you will 
see that he was an entirely new man. 

In the city of Jerusalem, whose inhabitants had crucified Jesus, 
and who hated and persecuted His disciples, Peter, fortified by 
the Holy Ghost, came out of the house and preached with a loud 
voice that Jesus, whom they had crucified, was the Son of God, 
who was risen from the dead, and by the power of God exalted 
in heaven, and had sent the Holy Ghost as He had promised. His 
sermon so penetrated the hearts of his hearers that a large mul- 
titude listened to his words, and on that same day three thou- 
sand persons were baptized and became disciples of Jesus. Who 
gave this strength and this courage to Peter? What then did 
the Holy Ghost give to the weak wills of the disciples? So long 
as the Holy Ghost had not descended upon the disciples they 
feared sufferings, and contradictions. They had all promised not 
to forsake their Lord and Master, but to go with him to prison and 
tc death. Did they keep their promise? O, no, when the sol- 
diers and men came to take Jesus a prisoner, they all fled, and for- 
sook Jesus. But, children, they were not so timid and afraid 
after the Holy Ghost had descended upon them; for the Holy 
Ghost filled their hearts with heavenly joy. With what did the 
Holy Ghost fill their hearts? He filled their hearts with heavenly 
joy. The Holy Ghost filled the hearts of the disciples with heav- 
enly joy, even in the midst of the greatest sufferings and pain. 
After the descent of the Holy Ghost the apostles preached with- 
out fear in the temple at Jerusalem, that Jesus Christ, whom the 
Jews had crucified, was the Son of God, and the Redeemer of the 
world. Many believed, were baptized: and became Christians. 
When the Scribes, Pharisees, and high priests, who were the ene- 
mies of Jesus, saw this they were beside themselves with anger. 
They ordered the Apostles to be thrown into prison, forbidding 
them to preach about Jesus Christ. Then Peter said: “We must 
obey God more than man.” Then the Apostles were scourged and 
beaten with rods. Children, was this right? What do people do 
when they are beaten? The Apostles did not cry, for they endured 
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the scourging for Jesus’ sake, not for any wrong they had done; 
they rejoiced to be able to suffer for the love of Jesus. Who 
filled their hearts with heavenly joy even in sorrow and suffering? 
After being scourged they went their way full of joy that they 
had been accounted worthy to suffer ignominy for the love of 
Jesus, and they ceased not to teach daily in the temple and in the 
houses, and to announce the joyful tidings about Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus Christ was born in the stable at Bethlehem what 
beautiful song did the angels sing then? And what did the good 
shepherds do when they found the child Jesus in the crib? Yes, 
they glorified and praised God. And this, dear children, is what 
the Apostles did. Their hearts were filled with joy and gratitude; 
because. the Holy Ghost had come, they, too, began to praise and 
magnify God. They had no longer any fear of proclaiming pub- 
licly and with a loud voice the great works of God, or to praise 
and magnify Him. What did the Apostles, who were filled with 
the Holy Ghost, begin to do? They began to praise and magnify 
God aloud. 

Now I will see if you have clearly understood everything that 
I have explained to you to-day. What did the disciples do after 
the Ascension of Jesus? What did they hear in the morning of 
Pentecost when they were all assembled in the room? What did 
they see upon the head of each one? 

What did the rushing of the wind and the fiery flames signify? 
In what way did they especially know and discover that the Holy 
Ghost had descended upon them? What did the Holy Ghost 
operate in their reason? And what in their will? With what did 
He fill their hearts? What did the Apostles begin to do in a loud 
voice? You see, children, here in this picture a representation of 
the descent of the Holy Ghost. In the centre is Mary, the Mother 
of God, surrounded by the Apostles. Do you see the Holy Ghost 
in the form of a fiery tongue upon the head of each one? 


LITI. 


MEANING OF THE FORMS UNDER WHICH THE Hoty GuHost Ap- 
PEARED. 


You know, dear children, who the Holy Ghost is, how in the 
midst of the rushing as of a mighty wind He descended in the 
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form of fiery tongues upon the disciples. You will perhaps want 
to know why the Holy Ghost appeared in this form? Pay atten- 
tion, then, and I will explain it to you. 

At night it is dark, and if the moon does not shine, and the 
stars are covered with clouds, we cannot see anything, although 
we have eyes. If at that time a father or mother were to ask a 
child to go into a room and fetch something, would the child be 
able to find it in the dark? What must that child have so as to be 
able to find that for which it was sent? Yes, a light. And what 
is a light? It is a flame of fire. Of what use is a fire on a dark 
night? The fire gives light. Remember, then, that this is the 
first good quality of fire, that it gives light. 

What is it that shines and lights up the earth? Right. Can 
you see on a dark night? When the sun rises, however, it shines 
upon the whole world with its golden rays. O what an eternal 
night the world would be without the sun, an impenetrable dark- 
ness! What color is this? And this? Could you distinguish it 
at night, too? But you have the same eyes at night as you have 
in the daytime, why could you not see it? I tell you so much about 
God, and you hear and understand me, do you not? Now if you 
were to bring some very little children here, who were not yet a 
year old, with what would they be able to see me? With what 
would they be able to hear me? But would they be able to un- 
derstand what I told them about God? And why not? Children, 
their reason is too weak yet, they could not understand the mean- 
ing of my words. You are older and more sensible. You can 
understand the meaning of my words with your reason. 

O, dear children! when we, too, hear and read the teaching of 
Jesus Christ, and His words, we are like those little babies, our 
reason is much too weak to understand their meaning; therefore 
it is necessary for us to be assisted by the Holy Ghost. What did 
He work in the understanding of the disciples of Jesus? We 
also receive the same benefit from Him, He enlightens our rea- 
son. Do you see now why the Holy Ghost appeared under the 
form of fiery tongues? He wished thereby to point out to men 
that the same benefit rendered by the fire to the eye of the body, He 
will render to the eye of your soul, to your reason. Fire lights 
earth that we may see, the Holy Ghost enlightens our understand- 
ing that we may see and know everything that is true and good. 
Remember then what the meaning was of the fiery tongues. I 
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will repeat it for you several times. As fire distributes light, so does 
the Holy Ghost enlighten our reason. 

Fire, children, contains another useful quality, which is espe- 
cially useful in winter. In winter when it is very cold what do 
you do when you enter school or a room? Why do you go near 
the stove? What makes the stove warm? This is the second use- 
ful quality which fire has, fire heats. Is it necessary to make a 
fire in the stove in summer time? What makes it so warm then 
that we even have to perspire? The sun is something very useful! 
In winter everything is covered with ice and snow, and it is 
so bitterly cold you cannot stay out doors with comfort. But in 
the spring time if the sun shines so warm and cheerfully, the snow 
and ice melts, leaves and buds burst forth, and everything begins 
to be green and to grow; you are then glad and happy, and jump 


and run for joy. Thus does the Holy Ghost warm your 
and all our hearts, fills them with joy, and gives to every- 
thing good therein growth and increase. The Holy Ghost 


therefore appeared under the form of fire, because He wished to 
signify thereby: that as fire warms the body so does He warm your 
hearts, and gives them strength to do all good. Observe then the 
second benefit which the Holy Ghost grants us, and which is sig- 
nified by the fire. As fire warms, so does the Holy Ghost warm 
our hearts to do good. 

Now what did the rushing of the wind signify at the coming of 
the Holy Ghost? The air, children, gives life. If we were to take 
a flower or plant and place it in a suffocating cellar, it would soon 
wither, and finally it would die; but if it were placed again in the 
fresh air it wonld revive. Air is absolutely necessary for every- 
body, and if we were to be deprived of fresh air it would have a 
very bad effect upon our health; this is noticeable in those per- 
sons who, on account of some offence, have been imprisoned where 
they do not obtain fresh air; their faces become pale and they look 
sickly. Air is necessary for us that we may live. Without seeing 
it, we inhale it every instant. The rushing of the wind, therefore, 
at the coming of the Holy Ghost signified that: As air gives life, 
and as without it we could not exist, neither can we live a God- 
pleasing life without the Holy Ghost. The disciples could not see 
the Holy Ghost; the signs of His coming, however, were typified in 
the most beautiful manner, and showed what benefits the Holy 
Ghost would grant to them and to us. 
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Children, have you ever seen a picture wherein the Holy Ghost 
was represented, not in the form of fiery tongues, but in the form 
of a dove? This is how the Holy Ghost is usually represented. 
You will like to know why the Holy Ghost is represented in the 
form of a dove? I will now tell you. 

St. John the Baptist, who received his name because he baptized 
repentant sinners in the river Jordan, was sent by God to pre- 
pare mankind for the coming of Jesus Christ. He himself did 
not know Jesus, but it had been promised to him that: The one 
upon whom the Holy Ghost shall descend in visible form, He it is 
who baptizes with the Holy Ghost. Jesus came out to John 
at the river Jordan and was baptized by him. As _ soon as 
Jesus was baptized He came out of the river and _ prayed. 
And behold—the heavens were opened above Him. The Holy 
Ghost hovered visibly—in the form of a dove—over Him, and 
rested upon Him. At the same time a voice was heard from 
heaven: This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased! 

Dear children, as the rushing of the wind and the fiery tongues 
at the coming of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost had a beautiful mean- 
ing, so did this form of the dove under which the Holy Ghost de- 
scended upon Jesus have a beautiful meaning. The dove is 
an image of purity, and we say of a pure, pious soul, it is as pure 
as a dove; but, unfortunately, by original sin, man has lost 
this purity; every man when he comes into the world is stained, 
soiled with this original sin, and then it often happens to us in this 
life that we fall into sin because we do not avoid evil sufficiently, 
and then we soil the robe of innocence of our soul. But by the 
Holy Ghost we have been purified and from sinful men are made 
sanctified. To signify this the Holy Ghost descended upon Jesus 
in the form of a dove. In the whole of nature there is no more 
delightful and graceful picture than that of a gently hovering dove. 
The dove is pure, gentle, guileless, without deceit and falsehood. 
Pure, gentle, guileless, without deceit, innocent, filled with noble 
simplicity, without pretension, does the soul become through the 
Holy Ghost, whom Jesus will send to all those who believe in Him. 
When, therefore, you see the Holy Ghost represented in the form 
of a dove, or in the form of fiery tongues, you must not think that 
_ the Holy Ghost is a dove or a fire. 

You have now heard who the Holy Ghost is, how He descended 
upon Jesus and His disciples, and what graces He granted to them; 
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next time I will tell you something we all have to thank the Holy 
Ghost for. 





LAV. 
Tue Hoty Guost SanctTiFieEs Us IN Hoty Baptism. 


My dear children: Before Jesus Christ left the world He gave 
to His disciples the command: To go and teach all nations, and 
to baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. And the Apostles did this. They went into the 
whole world and preached the Gospel. Many persons believed in 
Jesus Christ and were baptized—they became Christians. And we 
also are Christians, are we not? How, then, did we become Chris- 
tians? I will now tell you about this. 

When you were born, and whilst you were still very little babies, 
you were taken to church to receive Holy Baptism. Like all man- 
kind, you were stained with original sin when you came into this 
world; you were, therefore, not pleasing to God, and you could 
never enter into Heaven. By Holy Baptism, however, we are 
delivered from original sin, and all other sins, and sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost. Those only who believe in Jesus Christ can be bap- 
tized. Can a little infant say: I believe in Jesus Christ? For this 
reason your parents sought a neighbor or friend to be your spon- 
sors. The sponsors answer in the child’s name when the priest asks. 
Now listen to what your God-parents promised and vowed in your 
name in Holy Baptism. 

The priest asks: N., dost thou renounce Satan? Sponsors: I do 
renounce him. Priest: And all his works? Sponsors: I do re- 
nounce them. Priest: And all his pomps? Sponsors: I do re- 
nounce them. Priest: Dost thou believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Creator of Heaven and earth? Sponsors: I do believe. 
Priest: Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, 
who was born into this world and suffered for us? Sponsors: I 
do believe. Priest: Dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy 
Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body and life everlasting? Sponsors: I do 
believe. At last the priest asks: N., wilt thou be baptized? Spon- 
sors: I will; and then the child is baptized. The priest pours water 
on its head, any says: N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Now hear what great 
graces we obtain in Baptism. If you are dirty what do you use to 
cleanse yourself with? Water has the property of cleansing some- 
things that has become stained or soiled. By the pouring of the 
water upon the child’s head is signified: as water cleanses the body, 
so does the Holy Ghost cleanse the soul of man. With what, then, 
can we cleanse our bodies? And who cleanses the soul? This 
cleansing takes place in Holy Baptism. Whilst the water is being 
poured upon the child’s head, the Holy Ghost cleanses it interiorly 
from original sin, and now dwells in the child. Now a child of man 
who has been cleansed and sanctified by the Holy Ghost from sin, 
is it pleasing or displeasing to God? Observe then, by Holy Bap- 
tism, we are delivered from original sin, sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost, become agreeable to God, and members of the Catholic 
Church. Are not these infinitely great graces? If I ask 
you what blessings we owe to the Holy Ghost, you must answer: 
The Holy Ghost has sanctified us in Holy Baptism. He did not, 
indeed, appear visibly at our baptism, but in an invisible manner. 
Jesus Himself promised us this. Would you like to see how the 
Sacrament of Baptism is administered? You should then go into 
the church the next time an infant is baptized, and you can see 
this holy act with your own eyes. But you must be quiet and re- 
spectful the while! Yet the grace which we receive in Holy Bap- 
tism does not save us, if we lose it again by sin. You must know 
dear children, that in Holy Baptism a white linen cloth is 
placed upon the child, when the Priest says: N., receive this white 
garment, and see that thou carry it without stain before the judg- 
ment-seat of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thou mayest have eternal 
life. Amen. We become pure as a white garment by Holy Bap- 
tism. Now, if we are not very careful with a white garment what 
may happen to it? Our souls, too, can become soiled again after 
Holy Baptism, particularly if we are not careful to preserve our 
innocence ; if we obey the temptations of the evil one and sin. And 
again it is the Holy Ghost who protects us from evil and assists us 
to lead a good and holy life. Listen attentively, then, dear chil- 
dren, to His inspirations. When an interior voice says: Do not 
do that, it is wrong: or, do this, it is good and pleasing to God, 
listen to these inspirations; for they proceed from the Holy Ghost. 
You should also frequently invoke the Holy Ghost that He may 
grant you the grace to enlighten your understanding and move your 
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heart to do good. What, then, should we do in order to lead a holy 
life? We should listen attentively to the inspirations of the Holy 
Ghost, and frequenlty invoke His aid. 

Be diligent in this, dear children, and you will receive untold 
graces from the Holy Ghost. I will now tell you many things that 
the Holy Ghost operated in the Apostles, whereby you may see that 
the Holy Ghost is God from all eternity, and possesses all the divine 
attributes. Tell me what miracles did Jesus work? The Holy 
Ghost worked just such miracles through the Apostles. 

During the days of Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost had de- 
scended upon the Apostles, Peter and John went up into the Tem- 
ple at three o’clock in the afternoon, which was the usual hour of 
prayer. At one of the principal doors of the Temple there sat a 
poor man who was lame from his birth, and as the people entered 
the Temple, he begged an alms. He asked Peter and John for an 
alms. Peter and John stood still and looked at him, and Peter said: 
Look at us; the man looked up at them joyfully. Then Peter said: 
Gold and silver have I not; but what I have that will 1 give to thee. 
In the name of Jesus of Nazareth arise and walk! And behold, he 
arose, and could walk, and he went into the Temple with them; 
and he walked about and leaped for joy, and he praised God with a 
loud voice which resounded through the whole Temple. 

At another time, a man and a woman named Ananias and Saphira 
told a lie to St. Peter; but enlightened by the Holy Ghost Peter per- 
ceived it instantly, and said: Ananias, why hast thou let thy heart 
be seduced by Satan to lie against the Holy Ghost? Behold, thou 
hast not lied against men, but against God. As Ananias heard 
these words he fell to the ground, and died upon the spot. The 
same thing happened to his wife Saphira; she also fell to the ground 
and died. Children, be careful to avoid all lies and untruths, for 
those who resist the truth commit a sin against the Holy Ghost, 
who is the teacher of all truth. Though they may not be punished 
with temporal death, a terrible chastisement awaits them in eternity. 

Peter once entered the city of Lydda; here he met a man whose 
name was Aeneas, and who was a paralytic, and had not been able to 
leave his bed for eight years. Peter approached his bed and said 
kindly and cheerfully to him: Aeneas! Jesus Christ heals thee. 
Arise! Instantly he arose, went about, and ceased not to rejoice 
and to praise Jesus Christ. 

In the city of Joppe a young woman called Tabitha, who was a 
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great friend of the poor, had died. Peter kneeled down and prayed. 
Then he turned toward the corpse and said: Tabitha, arise! there- 
upon she opened her eyes, looked at Peter—and sat up. Through- 
out Joppe this act caused great astonishment and many believed in 
the Lord. 

These and many other miracles were performed by the Apostles 
after the Holy Ghost had come down upon them. They listened 
to the inspirations of the Holy Ghost, led a holy life, and are now 
in Heaven. That is where we all wish to go, dear children: listen 
then to the inspirations of the Holy Ghost, invoke His assistance 
and His blessing. He can help us, because everything happens as 
He wills. He will help us, for He gives us so many good gifts; 
but He knows, too, what is really best for us, for nothing is hidden 
from Him. He knows everything. 





LV. 


THERE IS BUT ONE Gop; BUT THERE ARE THREE DIVINE PERSONS: 
THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE Hoty Guost. 


Dear children: you have heard many things about the good God; 
of the Father in heaven; of His beloved Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
I have told you that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the 
Holy Ghost is God; is there, therefore, more than one God? Right, 
there is only one God. But how many Divine Persons are there? 
and what are these three Divine Persons called? Which of you can 
tell me which is the greatest, the Father, the Son or the Holy Ghost? 
Children, these three Persons are one. Indeed, we cannot under- 
stand how this is possible; it is to us a mystery, which we call the 
mystery of the Most Blessed Trinity. And now I will tell you a 
story about this. 

St. Augustine was walking once on the seashore, and he was 
thinking how it could be possible that there was only one God, and 
yet there were three Divine Persons; he wanted to fathom the mys- 
tery of the Most Blessed Trinity. As he was walking along by the 
sea, he saw a little boy who was pouring water from the sea with 
a little shell into a hole. St. Augustine asked the boy kindly what 
he was doing; the boy answered: to pass the time I am pouring 
the water of the sea into this hole. The Saint replied, smilingly: 
you are working in vain, for you will never be able to accomplish 
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that. The little boy answered: I could sooner pour the sea into this 
hole than that you could understand the mystery of the Most Blessed 
Trinity. At these words the boy vanished, for it was an angel from 
heaven. The Saint, however, thanked God that he had instructed and 
admonished him in his goodness, and he believed with a still deeper 
humility in the Most Blessed Trinity, although he could not com- 
prehend how it was possible that there was only one God and yet 
there were three Divine Persons. Children, we too, will always 
believe with humble hearts in the mystery of the Most Blessed 
Trinity. Take notice now of this question: As the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost is God, is there, therefore, more than one God? 
There is but one God; but there are three Divine Persons; the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. These three persons are one. 
Although we cannot understand with our reason how it is possible 
that there is only one God, and yet there are three Divine Persons, 
still we can rejoice all the more over it that there are Three Persons; 
and why, children? Ifa good friend makes you a present of some-~ 
thing which gives you a great deal of pleasure, as often as you 
hear the name of your benefactor mentioned, what sentiments 
would fill your heart, joyful or sad ones? You would always be 
reminded of the present which you had received, and it would be a 
pleasant remembrance to you, would it not? Have we not received 
any benefits from God? Who, then, created us? What great 
kindness did God the Father show you? Without His good- 
ness you would not be in existence; you have to thank him for your 
life and being; are you not glad at this? Who redeemed you? 
We should all have been eternally lost if the Son of God had not 
become Incarnate and redeemed us upon the cross by His bitter pas- 
sion and death. Who sanctified you in Holy Baptism? We have 
then to thank each one of the three Divine Persons for a blessing. 
What blessing do we owe to God the Father? God the Father cre- 
ated us. What blessing do we owe to God the Son? God the Son 
redeemed us. And what to the Holy Ghost? The Holy Ghost has 
sanctified us. 

We should thank God frequently for these three greatest bless- 
ings: for creation, redemption and sanctification. 

Our first parents, as you know, had two sons. What were their 
names? Which one was good and which was wicked? Still God 
had shown nothing but kindness to Cain, and blessed his labors in 
the field; but in spite of this what great sin did Cain commit? Can 
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murder be agreeable to God? Was Cain a good or a bad child 
towards his Father in Heaven? Yes, he was a very wicked, godless 
child; and, therefore, he was punished and rejected by God. Never 
be so ungrateful towards your Father in Heaven as to offend Him 
by sin, but prove your gratitude towards Him by being always 
good children of your Father in Heaven. How ought we to show 
our gratitude to God the Father? We should always be the good 
children of our Father in Heaven. 

The Son of God, Jesus Christ, who redeemed us, had twelve dis- 
ciples whom He taught and chose as His Apostles. What was the 
name of the disciple who did not obey Jesus, and who later even 
sold Him for thirty pieces of silver? This Judas was a very un- 
grateful man, but how was his ingratitude punished? He hanged 
himself, and is now eternally lost, a victim of perdition. You do not 
want to resemble the ungrateful Judas? Be then always obedient 
disciples of Jesus our Lord. 

Jesus went once into the Temple of Jerusalem, and there He saw 
in the entrance a number of buyers and sellers, who disturbed the 
people at their prayers, and by their actions desecrated the Temple 
of God. Then Jesus took a scourge and drove them from the Tem- 
ple, whilst He said: My house is a house of prayer, but you have 
made it a den of thieves. Are we not allowed to do business in the 
church, to make a noise and talk loudly? Whose house is every 
church? That is why all our churches are called the houses of 
God, because God dwells therein, and those who do wrong in the 
church desecrate the Temple of God, and will be terribly punished. 
Who was poured out upon us in Holy Baptism? The Holy Ghost 
dwells within us, as ina Temple. For this reason our heart should 
be always pure and holy—a worthy Temple of the Holy Ghost. 
How should we show our gratitude to the Holy Ghost? 
Our heart should be always pure and holy—a Temple of the Holy 
Ghost. 

You have been taught at home to do everything in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. You will now 
understand these words better than you did before. Do this 
now more willingly and zealously. Be always good chil- 
dren of the Father in Heaven, obedient disciples of Jesus our Lord, 
and keep your heart pure and holy—a Temple of the Holy Ghost. 
What did the disciples do after they were enlightened by the Holy 
Ghost, and understood everything clearly that Jesus had told them? 
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You, too, should praise and glorify God, who has granted you the 
great grace of being instructed in the Catholic Church, where you 
have learnt so many things about God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Give, therefore, glory to God, and praise and 
extol Him, especially by saying devoutly with grateful and joyful 
hearts the following prayer, which many of you know already: 
Glory be to the Father,’and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

St. Peter believed in Jesus Christ, and in everything that He 
taught ; but what did he do three times in the courtyard of the high 
priest, for fear of a maid-servant? Alas, he denied Jesus three 
times. Children, you all believe in God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. You wili, however, sooner or later go 
amongst people who have lost faith, who no longer serve God 
and keep His commandments, but who lead a godless life. Persons 
like this would gladly make other persons bad, that they might lose 
their faith and be led into vice. If you ever find yourselves with 
such persons, do not listen to them, but fly their company. Say to 
yourself that you will not deny God, but confess and love Him; 
and so that every Catholic Christian should confess His faith often 
and with a willing heart, our holy Church has ordained that we 
should often make the sign of the cross. If you then see any 
one make the sign of the cross, what do you know, then, that He 
believes in? Yes; and even if you don’t hear him say: “In the name 
ot the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

Imitate, my dear children, the example of the Saints, and make 
often the sign of the cross—when you rise in the morning and when 
you go to bed in the evening, before and after every prayer, and par- 
ticularly when you are in danger and temptation. 

You have come into the world in the name of God, and 
ian the name of God you will leave it. What will be car- 
ried before you when you are taken to the cemetery, and what is 
planted upon every Catholic grave? The cross; it will be the sign 
of the coming of Christ on the last judgment day. 

Therefore, hold the cross alway in grand honor, thank God 
for your creation, redemption and sanctification as often as you 
make the sign of the cross. Love him who has redeemed us on the 
cross, and join with joy and thankfulness in the prayer: “We adore 
Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, for by Thy holy cross thou hast redeemed 
the whole world.” 
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LVI. 
CONCLUSION. 


THE GLoRIOUS MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY. 


Dear children: You see this rosary? Do you like it? There are 
two others. What color has this one? White. And this? Red. 
And this? Golden. In the same way we find in the garden white 
roses, red roses, and roses which have the color of gold, namely, 
yellow roses. The white rose is on account of its pure, white color 
the symbol of purity and innocence. Whose life was on account 
of its purity like a white rose? who was always pure from every sin, 
and has given the children such a beautiful example? Like Jesus 
and His Mother, the Blessed Virgin, we should always strive to lead a 
pure, innocent life, so that our life should in purity be like a white 
rose. But we are weak creatures, inclined to evil. Who can help 
us to an innocent life? If God can help us to it then we must pray 
to Him for it with our whole heart. What prayer did the Blessed 
Virgin Mary teach us? What are the names of the joyful mysteries 
of the rosary? They remember, therefore, the most joyful moments 
in the early life of our Saviour. If we contemplate them attentively 
and pray with devotion, they will help us also to a pure and inno- 
cent life. 

But even the purest must be tried by sufferings and adversities 
of all kinds to see whether he loves God above all, and whether there 
is nothing that can separate him from God. Let me tell you a 
story about this. 

Many, many years ago there lived a man by the name of Job. 
This man was simple and honest, feared God and kept away from 
all evil. He had seven sons and three daughters, and his property 
consisted of 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen and 500 
asses. He also had many servants, and he was highly esteemed 
amongst his countrymen. 

To prove the piety and virtues of Job God permitted that the 
devil should tempt him with sufferings of all kinds. The first mes- 
senger of misfortune came to Job, and said: The oxen were plough- 
ing and the asses were feeding beside them, and the Sabeans rushed 
in and took all away and slew the servants with the sword, and | 
alone have escaped to tell thee. And while he was yet speaking 
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another came, and said: The fire of God fell from Heaven, and strik- 
ing the sheep and servants, has consumed them, and I alone have 
escaped to tell thee. And while he was yet speaking, there came 
another, and said: The Chaldeans have made three troops and have 
fallen upon thy camels and taken them; moreover, they have slain 
thy servants with the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell thee. 
He was yet speaking, and behold, another came in, and said: Thy 
sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the house 
of their elder brother. A violent wind come on a sudden from the 
desert and shook the four corners of the house, and it fell upon thy 
children, and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell thee. 
Children, were not these many misfortunes? To lose all one’s pos- 
sessions and one’s children all at once is terrible, indeed. Let us see 
how Job bore his misfortune. 

Then Job rose up and rent his garments, and having shaven his 
head, fell down upon the ground and worshipped, and said: “Naked 
came I into this world and naked shall I return; the Lord gave and 
the Lord hath taken away; as it has pleased the Lord, so it is done; 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.” In all these things Job sinned 
not by his lips, nor spoke he any foolish thing against God. Chil- 
dren, was this not a very pious man? Listen to what further hap- 
pened to him. 

To further prove the faithfulness of Job, God permitted that he 
was afflicted by Satan with a grievous ulcer from the sole of 
his foot to the top of his head. And he took a potsherd and scraped 
the diseased matter, sitting on a dunghill. And his wife said to him: 
Dost thou still continue in thy simplicity? Bless God and die. And 
he said to her: Thou hast spoken like one of the foolish women; if 
we have received good things at the hand of God, why should we 
not receive evil? And in all these things Job did not sin with 
his lips. 

You have heard then, children, that Job served God and loved Him 
in evil as well as in good days. He showed that even the greatest 
sufferings could not rob him of his faith, his hope, and his love for 
God. God was so pleased with this that he returned everything to 
him twofold. How did you like this story, children? In whom 
shall we have confidence in our sufferings and pain? Yes; and God 
will not forsake us and will help us. 

During your young lives, my dear children, you have not learned 
to know much of suffering and crosses; but as you grow older you 
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will learn of them more and more. Therefore, get accustomed in 
your young days to do everything for the love of God, and to suffer 
for the love of God, then you will bear the greatest suffering, even 
death, with patience and submission to God’s holy will. Did not 
Jesus suffer also? Tell me in five short sentences all that Jesus has 
suffered. ‘The Blessed Virgin Mary has taught man to contemplate 
in the prayers of the rosary the bitter sufferings and death of Jesus 
Christ, and to follow his example. In what can we recognize Jesus’ 
love for mankind the most? What did he shed on the cross for the 
love of us? What color has blood? Name a flower which also 
has red color? Now, children, as white is the symbol of purity, 
so is red the symbol of love. No one has a greater love than he who 
will give his life for his friend. And what did Jesus do for us? 
Therefore, let our love to Him glow like a red rose, and let us be 
ready to even shed our blood for the love of Him; as has been done 
by so many martyrs. What means the white color of the rose? 
And what the red? And now let us consider the yellow 
or golden rose. 

When gold is found it is so mixed with other substances that 11 
you were to find it you would not recognize it and pick it up. What, 
then, makes gold so glittering and pure? It is thrown into an oven 
where there is a big fire. There it melts in the great heat, and. is 
separated from the dross, and comes forth as pure and massive gold. 

Dear children, God treats us in a similar way. We are afflicted 
with so many weaknesses, bad inclinations and sins, that God wants 
to help us out of this impurity, and sends us sufferings and adver- 
sities of all kinds, which if suffered for the love of God, purify and 
clean man like the burning oven does the gold. And so as to make 
us submit with patience to this purifying process, God has prom- 
ised us something which is more glorious and worth more than all 
the gold of the world, that is, heavenly bliss. 

You have all seen the rays of the sun? These rays are generally 
compared with the glitter of gold, as they are generally called the 
golden rays of the sun. In the same way, the glory remembered 
in the glorious mysteries of the rosary is compared with a golden 
rose. For the bliss and glory of Heaven we can only compare with 
the most precious thing we have on earth—that is, with the value 
and beauty of gold. I will now teach you these mysteries; they 
contain in five short sentences the bliss and glory of Jesus and His 
blessed Mother into which they entered after their death. 
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What happened on the third day after Jesus was buried? How 
did Jesus rise from the dead? After the Resurrection Jesus re- 
mained forty days with his disciples. What happened on the for- 
tieth day? We should all like to go to Heaven, dear children, for 
Heaven is our true country ; therefore, we should frequently think of 
Heaven, and live in such a way that Jesus will one day receive us 
into Heaven. That we may lead a life in this world like that of 
the holy angels in Heaven, we ought to beg God’s grace frequently, 
and contemplate devoutly His ascension into Heaven during the 
recital of the second glorious mystery. What did Jesus promise to 
send to His disciples before He ascended into Heaven? When did 
the Holy Ghost come down upon the Apostles? And where are we 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost? This grace which we receive in Holy 
Baptism we ought to preserve faithfully. Our heart should always 
be pure and holy—a Temple of the Holy Ghost; only, how can we 
do this if we are all inclined to evil? By the grace from above 
which the Holy Ghost grants to us. In the third glorious mystery, 
therefore, we should contemplate the descent of the Holy Ghost 
upon the Apostles. 

Our holy faith teaches us that the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, was from the first moment of her conception free 
from the least stain of sin, and, therefore, dear children, after her 
death she was glorified by God in an especial manner. As she haa 
never committed a sin with her body it was not permitted to decom- 
pose, and as tradition tells us, after death the soul of the Blessed 
Virgin was united again to her body, and with body and soul she 
was taken up into Heaven. 

The church celebrates the Assumption of Mary into Heaven as 
a great feast, and we should return thanks to God during the 
recitation of the fourth glorious mystery, for His goodness in re- 
warding virtue so gloriously. 

What joy there must have been amongst the inhabitants of 
Heaven when Mary was taken up into Heaven! Because she had 
always been a faithful handmaiden of the Lord upon earth, and 
throughout her whole life had accomplished the will of God and 
promoted His glory, a special honor was reserved for her by God 
in Heaven. As a mark of her exalted dignity she was crowned 
with a diadem more brilliant than of gold and precious stones. We 
should contemplate devoutly in the fifth glorious mystery the crown- 
ing of the Blessed Virgin in Heaven. 
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These, dear children, are the five glorious mysteries of the holy 
rosary. They remind us of the glorious events which took place 
after the death of Jesus and His Most Blessed Mother. We will 
now repeat all the fifteen mysteries. The most remarkable events 
of the lives of Jesus and Mary could not be told more briefly, sim- 
ply, or more beautifully than in the fifteen mysteries of the rosary. 
Prize and honor the rosary all through life as a present from the 
Mother of God. Say it often humbly and devoutly, and you will 
thereby please God as much as if you presented Him with a wreath 
of red, white and yellow roses. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


LESSON LII. 


151. What did the Holy Ghost operate in the understanding of the 
Apostles? 

The Holy Ghost enlightened their understanding. 

152. What did He give to their weak wills? 

He gave them strength to do good. 

153. With what did He fill their hearts even in sufferings? 

He filled their hearts with heavenly joy. 

154. After the Apostles had received the Holy Ghost what did they 
begin to do with a loud voice? 

They began to praise and magnify God. 

155. What did the form of the fiery tongues signify at the coming of 
the Holy Ghost? 


LESSON LIII. 


As fire gives light, so does the Holy Ghost enlighten our reason; as fire 
warms, so does the Holy Ghost enkindle our hearts to do good. 

156. What was signified by the rushing of the wind? 

Air gives life, without air we could not live, neither can we live good lives 
without the Holy Ghost. 


LESSON LIV. 


157. What blessing do we owe to the Holy Ghost? 

The Holy Ghost sanctified us in Holy Baptism. 

158. What must we do to live holily? 

We should listen to the inspirations of the Holy Ghost, and ask Him 
frequently for His graces. 


LESSON LV. 


159. As the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost is God. is there there- 
fore more than one God? 

There is but one God; but there are three divine Persons—the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. These three Persons are one. 

160. What blessing do we owe to God the Father? 

God the Father created us. 

161. What blessing do we owe to God the Son? 

God the Son redeemed us. 
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162. And what to the Holy Ghost? 

God the Holy Ghost sanctified us. 

163. How should we show our gratitude to God the Father for this? 

We should always be good children of our Father in heaven. 

164. -How should we thank God the Son for this? 

We should always be obedient disciples of Jesus our Lord. 

165. And how should we show our thanks to the Holy Ghost? 

Our heart should be always pure and holy—it should be a Temple of the 
Holy Ghost. 

166. What is that prayer called with which we praise and extol the 
Triune God? 

The Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
“ it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

men. 


LESSON LVI. 


167. What are the five glorious mysteries which contain briefly the 
glorious events which took place after the death of Jesus? 
I. The Resurrection. 
II. The Ascension. 
III. The Descent of the Holy Ghost. : 
IV. The Assumption. 
V. The Crowning of the Blessed Virgin. 

















